Al-Qaida plots may target VA hospitals, FBI bulletin says ruz6
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AP
Allen Iverson hangs his head in the second half of
the U.S. men’s baskethall team’s 89-81 semifinal
loss to Argentina on Friday in Athens, Greece.

Al-Sadr militia
leaves shrine,
turns in arms

U.S. troops skeptical peace deal will end fight page 3

A U.S. soldier passes time Friday in an outpost in a hotel in Najaf, Iraq, while awaiting further orders after a peace deal was
reached in Najaf, Iraq. On Friday, militants loyal to cleric Mugtada al-Sadr evacuated the city’s holy shrine and turned in
Kalashnikov rifles in front of al-Sadr’s office. The keys to the shrine were turned over to Grand Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani.
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Hurricane Charley aid: President
Bush will ask Congress for $2 billion
to help victims of Hurricane Charley,
the administration said Thursday.
Bush will make the announcement
Friday during a visit to Miami, a senior ad-
ministration official said on condition of ano-

ymity.
Bush will send Congress the request for

which will be used primarily for the Federal
Emergency Management Agency.

Texas gas fire: A blaze at a natural gas
storage facility northeast of Houston has
burned itself out, but authorities could not
say how much longer it will take to finish cap-
ping the cavern so more than 30 families can
return home.

Natural gas being stored in Duke Energy’s
Moss Bluff cavern ignited Aug. 19, causing
tremors that shook residents from their

On Thursday, firefighters worked to weld
anew valve system atop the Liberty County
storage cavern.

Hamas hearing: A detention hearing for a
man described as a high-ranking Hamas op-
erative was postponed Friday until a magis-
trate judge could hold a separate hearing on
whether to close the proceedings, a court
clerk said.

Federal prosecutors have asked U.S. Mag-
istrate Judge Paul W. Grimm to close the de-
tention hearing for Ismael Selim Elbarasse,
according to a report in Friday’s editions of
The (Baltimore) Sun.

The magistrate set a hearing on the prose-
cutors’ motion for the same time as the deten-
tion hearing, effectively putting the second
proceeding on hold, said Fran Kessler, chief
deputy clerk for U.S. District Court in Balti-
more.

Mike Wallace incident: New York City’s
Taxi and Limousine Commission said it
would not pursue a disorderly conduct
charge against 86-year-old CBS newsman
Mike Wallace, who was arrested earlier this
month during a confrontation with inspec-
tors outside a Manhattan restaurant.

The “60 Minutes” correspondent was
handcuffed and taken to a police precinct on
Aug. 10 after he and his driver clashed with
inspectors while Wallace picked up a take-
out order at a restaurant.

Wallace said he left the restaurant to find
two inspectors interviewing his driver, who
they said was double-parked. He said he
asked the inspectors what was going on and
they told him to get back in the car. They ar-
rested him after he pressed them further, he
said.

Whitewater judge: A former traffic judge
who resigned amid the investigation of the
failed Whitewater land deal involving Presi-
dent Clinton — and who was banned from
ever hearing cases — has been cleared to re-
turn to the bench.

The state Judicial Discipline and Disabili-
ty Commission, in an Aug. 10 order, lifted its
lifetime ban against Bill Watt, commission di-
rector James Badami said Thursday.

Watt said he never planned to seek anoth-
er judgeship, but wanted to clear his name.

“This was the last of the steps to get my-
self back to where I was without Whitewa-
ter,” Watt said Thursday.
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Severe weather: A cluster of houses remains standing after a mudslide brought about by tor-
rential rains destroyed at least four houses on a hillside Friday in the northern Philippi
one was injured. Typhoon Aere, which lashed Taiwan and China this week, caused floodings in
Manila and northern Philippines that resulted in the death of 17 people, and also caused thou-

sands to flee their homes.

World

Asian bird flu: More money and global at-
tention should be focused on bird flu in Asia
to study the virus, which experts fear could
mutate and trigger a human pandemic, the
World Health Organization said Wednesday.

Vietnam suffered the highest human
death toll — 16 people — when the disease
broke out in Asia earlier this year. Three
more died here last month when the danger-
ous HSN1 strain struck again, bringing the
total to 19.

The WHO’s representative in Vietnam,
Hans Troedsson, urged wealthier countries
to fund more research to answer questions
surrounding the disease.

Turkish Cyprus unrest: A bomb exploded
before dawn at a Greek Orthodox church in
Turkish-occupied north Cyprus on Friday,
causing damage but no injuries, authorities
said.

Officials said anti-Greek slogans were
scribbled on the church.

The attack followed reports in the Turkish
Cypriot press that Turkish Cypriot extremist
groups had vowed to try to prevent services
planned next week at the Saint Mamas
church to celebrate its namesake’s saint’s

y.
Mehmet Ali Talat, the premier of the
breakaway Turkish Cypriot state recognized
only by Turkey, said authorities would press
forward with the first service at the church
in decades, planned as a gesture of reconcili-
ation between ethnic Turks and Greeks.

North Korea nuclear talks: South Korea’s
top envoy to North Korea will travel to the
United States for high-level talks amid
stalled negotiations on getting the commu-
nist nation to give up its nuclear weapons
program, officials said Friday.

Unification Minister Chung Dong-young
will leave Monday for Washington and meet
with U.S. Secretary of State Colin Powell, De-
fense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld and Na-
tional Security Adviser C Rice, a

. No

nymity.

The two countries want to resolve the nucle-
ar issue with the North in at also in-
clude China, Japan and Ruesla However, the
next round of negotiations scheduled to take
place by the end of September has been
thrown into doubt because the North says it
won't attend preparatory meetings.

Pakistan elections: Pakistan’s parliament
elected Shaukat Aziz, former finance minister
and close ally of President Gen, Pervez Mush-
arraf, as prime minister on Friday amid an op-
position boycott of the vote.

Aziz  received 191
votes in the 342-seat Na-
tional ~Assembly, or
lower house.

Opposition contender,
Javed Hashmi, who is
serving a 23-year jail
term for attempting to in-
stigate an army rebellion
against usharraf,
failed to win any votes.

Opposition lawmakers
abstained from voting
after the house speaker
rejected a request for
him to be temporarily freed to attend the elec-

on.

Thatcher extradition: Equatorial Guinea
has asked South Africa to extradite Mark
Thatcher, son of former British Prime Minis-
ter Margaret Thatcher, who is under house ar-
rest for his alleged role in a coup plot against
the West African nation.

South African authorities arrested the
51-year-old businessman at his home in Cape
Town home on Wednesday and charged him
with helping to finance a plot to overthrow
President Teodoro Obiang of oil-rich Equato-
rial Guinea.

A lawyer for Obiang’s government, Lucie
Bourthoumieux, said that Equatorial Guinea
has “strong hopes” of achieving the extradi-
tion. But lawyers for Thatcher said Friday
that the extradition request had little chance
of success.

ministry spokesman said on condition of ano-

Stories and photos from The Associated Press

Corrections

W Text accompanying a photo in Friday’s editions misidentified Marine Lt. Gen. Martin R. Berndt, com-

mander of U.S. Marine Corps Forces Eur

rope.
W A story Friday about the Bradley fighting vehicle gave the wrong size for the Bradley’s machine gun. It is

a7.62 mm machine gun.

|
Note to
readers

Tom Philpott’s Military
Update column will

W Information in Friday’s story about E

based troop: to

d incorrect in- resume next week.

formation. The units are scheduled to deploy in the spring of 2005.
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Militia members vacate

Al-Sadr faithful turn in guns, hand
over keys as condition of peace deal

BY ABDUL HUSSEIN
AL-OBEIDI

The Associated Press

NAJAF, Iraq — Thousands of pil-
grims streamed into the Imam Ali
Shrine on Friday and militants left,
handing the keys to Shiite religious
authorities after Iraq’s top Shiite
cleric brokered a peace deal to end
three weeks of fighting in the city.

Dozens of Iraqi police and na-
tional guardsmen deployed around
the compound of the walled, gold-
en-domed shrine in the Old City
Friday afternoon — but did not
enter. Some kissed the com-
pound’s gates, others burst into
tears. Some residents of the devas-
tated Old City neighborhood
waved to them and yelled out,
“Welcome. Welcome.”

Militants piled Kalashnikov ri-
fles in front of the offices of their
leader, radical Shiite cleric Mugta-
da al-Sadr. Thousands of al-Sadr’s
militiamen were still believed to

be armed in the city, though most
were staying off the streets.Iraqi
forces took control of the Old City
and U.S. forces appeared to have
maintained their positions. A Ma-
rine spokeswoman, Capt. Carrie C.
Batson, said the Americans would
remain in their positions “until fur-
ther notice” to “ensure implemen-
tation of the terms of the
cease-fire,” adding that U.S. forces
were working at the Iragi govern-
ment’s request.

Al-Sadr’s Mahdi Army militia,
which has risen up against U.S.
forces twice this year, remains in-
tact under the peace deal, and
al-Sadr will not be arrested. But
the transfer of the Imam Ali
Shrine, one of Shia Islam’s holiest
sites, robs them of a refuge and
stronghold that helped them stand
up against U.S. forces.

American forces could not as-
sault the shrine for fear of enrag-
ing Iraq’s Shiite majority.

After a day of prayers and cele-
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Najaf shrine

Shiite hlthlnl rest Friday around the Imam Ali Shrine in Najaf. Guns were largely silent in the city Friday for

aq's top Shiite cleric Grand Ayatollah Ali

stani brokered a peace deal

between Mugtada al-Sadr’s militia, which was using the shrine as a base, and U.S.-Iraq forces.

brations at the shrine, civilians and
fighters left, and al-Sadr’s follow-
ers handed over the keys to the site
to religious authorities loyal to
Grand Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani, the

The Associated Press

As of Thursday, 966 U.S. ser-
vicemembers have died since
the beginning of military opera-
tions in Iraq in March 2003, ac-
cording to the Defense Depart-
ment. Of those, 723 died as a re-
sult of hostile action and 243 died
of nonhostile causes.

The British military has report-
ed 64 deaths; Italy, 18; Spain, 11;
Poland, 10; Bulgana, six;
Ukrame six; Slovakia, three;
Thailand, two; and Denmark, Bl
Salvador, Estoma Hungary,
Latvia and the Netherlands have
reported one death each.

.S. deaths in Iraq

Since May 1, 2003, when Presi-
dent Bush declared that major
combat operations in Iraq had
ended, 828 U.S. servicemembers
have died — 614 as a result of
hostile action and 214 of nonhos-
tile causes, according to the mili-
tary’s numbers Thursday.

The latest deaths reported by
U.S. Central Command:

WAUS. soldier was killed by a
mortar attack Wednesday in
Baghdad.

The latest identifications re-
ported by the military:

M Marine Lance Cpl. Jacob R.

Lugo, 21, Flower Mound, Texas;
Killed Tuesday in Anbar prov-
ince; assigned to 3rd Battalion,
7th Marine Regiment, 1st Ma-
rine Division, I Marine Expedi-
tionary Force, Marine Corps Air
Ground Combat Center Twenty-
mne Palms,

e e Cpl. Alex-
anderS Arredondo, 20, Randol-
ph, Mass; killed Wednesday
Najaf; assigned to Battalion Land-
ing Team ¥, 11th Marine Expedi-
tionary Unit (Special Operations
Capable), I Marine Expedition-

orce, Marine Corps Base
Camp Pendleton, Calif.

esteemed cleric who secured the
peace deal.

Al-Sadr ordered his fighters to
lay down their arms and leave
Najaf and neighboring Kufa after
agreeing to the peace deal in a
face-to-face meeting the night be-
fore with al-Sistani.

Iraq’s interim government also
accepted the deal, which calls for
all U.S. troops to leave the city. Po-
lice briefly exchanged fire with
militants in one part of town Fri-
day, and some U.S. troops were
still receiving occasional fire.

Al-Sistani’s highly publicized,
11th-hour peace mission also
boosts his already high prestige in
Traq, showing that only he could
force an accord between two sides
that loathe each other.

Inside the shrine, the crowds
‘mingled with Mahdi Army fighters
and performed noon prayers. After-
wards, civilians and militiamen
streamed out, with some militants
chanting “Mugtada, Mugtada.”

By the afternoon, the shrine ap-
peared empty, clear of the visitors
and the militants.

ere was no immediate word
when the U.S. military would pull
out. Iraq State Minister Qassim Da-
woud said U.S. and coalition forces
would pull out of Najaf as soon as
interim Prime Minister Ayad Al-
lawi ordered it.

Dawoud added that the govern-
ment would not try to arrest
al-Sadr.

In Baghdad, guerrillas attacked
a U.S. patrol four times with gre-
nades wounding 12 U.S. soldiers,
the Army said. Four suspects were
detained on suspicion of involve-
ment in the attacks, the Army said.

Also, U.S. warplanes bombed po-
sitions in the insurgent stronghold
of Fallujah, west of Baghdad, wit-
nesses said. There was no immedi-
ate word on casualties or damage.

U.S. soldier was killed in a ve-
hlcle accident and a second seri-
ously injured near Fallujah, the
military said.

Soldiers in Najaf skeptical about latest deal with militia

BY JASON CHUDY
Stars and Stripes

NAJAF, Iraq — Soldiers here woke up
Friday to word that the Medhi militia,
holed up around the Imam Ali Shrine, was
giving up after a deal was reached between
religious leaders and the Iraqi govern-
ment.

But despite word that ﬁghtmg should be
over, soldiers aren’t rejoicing. Skepticism
reigns.

“They’'ve done this before,” said Spc.
Gary Price of Company A, 2nd Battalion,
7th Cavalry Regiment. “I think that this is
just the militia’s way to re-supply and
move in more troops to fight a little more.”

The cease-fire that preceded the call for
the militia to lay down its arms wasn’t the
end to fighting.

“The idea of a cease-fire is that they’ll
not fire at you,” said Spc. Jerry White, 24,
of Gainesville, Fla. “But they’ll sure throw
grenades at you.”

At least five of the battalion’s soldiers
were wounded after the cease-fire, so the
announcement that the fighting is over was
taken with a grain of salt.

“Nobody’s talking about it,” said Spe.
Daniel Ethridge, 23, of Leesburg, Ga. “But

working or if we have extra batteries.”

“If I'd put odds on it, I'd be 30 percent
sure,” said White.

If that 30 percent holds true, the soldiers
hope to leave for Camp Cooke in Taji,
north of Baghdad, as soon as possible.

“We’re focusing on getting back to Taji,”
said Ethridge of 2-7 Cav’s mortar platoon.
“Oh yeah, air conditioning and regular
showers. That’s good.”

“I'1l be just as good as the Hilton,” said
Price, “the next best thing to home. I want
to get some sleep for a change.”

Plus a shower. Price and others in the
company haven’t showered for nearly
three weeks.

“We really stink,” said Price, 26, of Sier-
ra Vista, Ariz., getting nods of agreement
from other nearby soldiers. “We’ve been
living in a trash dump for the last week.”

JASON CHUDY/Stars and Stripes

As well as a change in location, the

pending move to Camp Cooke brings a

Staff Sgt. Michael Sherman, 28, of Hawaiian Gardens, Calif., has his photo taken by Sgt.
Jim Davis, 34, of Kokomo, Ind., on Friday in front of the gold-domed Imam Ali mosque in pect.
Najaf, Iraq. Earlier that morning, the soldiers found out an agreement was reached to
remove militia members around the mosque.

change in the type of combat they can ex-

“Taji has a lot more improvised explo-
sive devices,” said Ethridge. “Here there

are a lot more rocket-propelled grenades

everyone’s sitting with their fingers nie Dudley, 23, of Council Bluffs, Towa.
“My

and gunfire — a whole lot more.”

crossed hoping that this thing stays.”
“ hope so,” said Company A’s Spe. Ron-

focus isn’t on their surrender, my
focus is on whether or not our radios are

E-mail Jason Chudy at:
chudyj@mail.estripes.osd.mil
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Bush admits ‘miscalculation’ on Iraq

Insurgency
aresult of
quick win,
he believes

BY PETE YOST

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON —  President
Bush, undertaking a heavy cam-
paign schedule in key states in the
run-up to the Republican National
Convention, acknowledges a “mis-
calculation” about what the United
States would encounter in postwar
Irdq after the fall of Saddam Hus-
sein’s regime.

In a six-day tour of battleground
states starting Friday in Miami,
Bush wants to demonstrate his am-
bition to reach beyond his conser-
vative base and appeal to undecid-
ed voters. In doing so, he is advanc-
ing the argument that the country
will be safer with him in charge be-
cause he makes the tough deci-
sions and sticks with them.

Meanwhile, Democratic chal-
lenger John Kerry campaigned in
California on Friday, accusing
Bush of ignoring the middle class

* 1
L]

President Bush makes a point of emphasis to approximately 10,500 people Thursday di

‘THE (FARMINGTON, N.M.) DAILY TIMES/AP

ing a campaign

speech in Farmington. Also Thursday, The New York Times published an interview in which the president

said for the first time that he made a “mi
to Iraq and toppled Saddam Hussein's regime in May 2003. He deemed the Iraqi

Iculation of what the conditions would be” after U.S. troops went

insurgency as an unintend-

ed result of a “swift victory” that led to Iraqi troops disappearing into the cities.

and being out of touch with ordi-
nary Americans.

“Either the president doesn’t
have a plan or the president is out
of touch with what's happening to
real Americans,” Kerry told an au-
dience in the San Francisco area.
“I think what we need is leader-

ship that knows how hard this
struggle is.”

In an interview with The New
York Times, Bush said for the first
time that he made a “miscalcula-
tion of what the conditions would
be” after U.S. troops went to Iraq
and toppled Saddam’s regime in

May 2003. The insurgency, he
‘maintained, was the unintended re-
sult of a “swift victory” that led to
Iraqi troops disappearing into the
cities and mounting a rebellion.
Bush also told The Times that he
did not believe Kerry had lied
about his service in Vietnam. The

group Swift Boat Veterans for
Truth has aired advertisements
challenging Kerry’s account of his
service and claiming Kerry lied
about circumstances surrounding
his war medals. Kerry has accused
Bush of using the group as a front
0 Tun a smear camp:

“I think Senator Kerry should be
proud of his record,” Bush said.
“No, I don’t think he lied.”

Elaborating on Bush’s com-
ments about Iraq, White House
press secretary Scott McClellan
said there were “things we expect-
ed to happen that did not happen”
such as a flood of refugees, starva-
tion and widespread destruction of
oil fields.

McClellan said the United States
had expected Irag’s Republican
Guard forces to stand and fight
rather than disappear into the pop-

ation. “That created a different
set of circumstances on the ground
that we had to adjust to and deal
with, and we are,” he said.

The president carries his mes-
sage about the war in Iraq and the
other big issue in the campaign,
the economy, to seven states be-
fore the convention next week in
New York, where the party will of-
ficially name Bush as its candidate
in the Nov. 2 election.On Friday,
Kerry talked about the economy in
California as he promised to curb
credit card fees and protect home
buyers and military families from
unfair lending practices a pitch
aimed squarely at voters’ check-
books.

As Abu Ghraib hits courts,
brass won’t face charges

BY JOSH WHITE
AND THOMAS E. RICKS

The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — The dramat-
ic leadership failures revealed by
two investigations into abuse of
Iraqi detainees will haunt the
Army for months or even years as
defense attorneys explore them in
court in attempts to mitigate accu-
sations and ease punishments for
more than a score who could be
charged, military legal experts
said Thursday.

But the senior officers cited for
indirectly allowing abuse to flour-
ish at Abu Ghraib prison will not
face charges under the findings of
an Army report issued this week
— a fact that three Army generals
explained and defended Thursday
in interviews. Those in the U.S.
command structure who failed to
supervise their subordinates, who
handed down unclear and in some
cases illegal policies, and who ig-
nored signs of abuse were found
in Army reports to be “responsi-
ble” for the problems, but not “cul-
pable” because they did not have
adirect hand in the mistreatment.

“That’s  the differentiation
that's being made,” Gen. Paul
Kern, who supervised the Army’s
most recent investigation, said in
an interview Thursday with Wash-
ington Post editors and reporters.

“Are we letting them off the hook?
T don’t think so. In fact, we put the
spotlight on them and said, ‘You
didn’t do your job right” ”

Two investigative reports re-
leased this week detailed a wider
scope of abuse at Abu Ghraib than
was previously known, involving
military intelligence soldiers, con-
sistent use of illegal tactics and a
collapsed leadership — findings
that could come into play in a
courtroom as soon as Monday,
‘when one MP charged with abuse
is scheduled to reappear at a pre-
liminary hearing at Fort Bragg,
N.C.

Pfc. Lynndie England’s attor-
neys have said they want to put
the reports into evidence and
begin mining them for additional
witnesses, contradictory testimo-
ny and evidence that their client
was following orders when she
was captured in photographs
showing abuse at Abu Ghraib.
“Both reports leave two options
for what happened: that it was a
failed command structure that led
to the abuses, or that the failed
command structure is a cover-up
to hide sanctioned violations of
the law,” said Richard Hernan-
dez, England’s lead defense attor-
ney. “I think it clearly confirms
what we've been saying all along.”
Military lawyers said the Ar-
‘my’s conclusions about poor lead-

ership are unlikely to exonerate
soldiers — unless evidence emerg-
es showing direct orders to com-
mit the abuse — but said the find-
ings could ease sentences.

Retired Marine Brig. Gen.
David Brahms, 26 years a mili-
tary lawyer and now a defense
lawyer in Carlsbad, Calif., said the
defense is sure to use the leader-
ship failures in an attempt to soft-
en the blow of the other evidence.

“You want this evidence,” he
said. “A badly trained soldier who
was not properly prepared by his
seniors to deal with the chaos of
Abu Ghraib, with guidelines that
are fuzzy at best, and with pres-
sure from above to demean and
soften up prisoners — that could
cause members to think:
Shouldn’t we be lenient? It be-
comes an extenuating factor.”

For the Army’s officer corps,
one of the most painful aspects of
the scandal is that no officer came
forward to stop it, even though
many should have known what
‘was going on.

“The embarrassing thing to all
of us is that it was a young soldier
who first raised his hand,” Kern
said.

Military experts and retired of-
ficers said they were especially
disturbed by the findings, in the
report by Kern, Marine Gen.
George Fay and Lt. Gen. Anthony

FINDING

S

Gen. Paul Kern, head investigator of the latest Abu Ghraib prison
report, speaks at the Pentagon on Wednesday. Kern said the differenti-

ation being made is that top military brass i:

“responsible” for the

problems at the prison, but not “culpable.”

Jones, of i

of today’s officer

Army units, which they took to be
a worrisome sign of leadership
problems.

“It’s a black spot on the Army,”
said retired Army Col J hn Antal,
who commanded a ing regi-
ment at Fort Knox, Ky “Any pro-
fessional suldler sees this, it tears
his heart.

Rep. Jim Marshall, D-Ga., a son
and grandson of Army generals
who was a reconnaissance platoon
sergeant in the Army during the
Vietnam War, said he was sur-
prised by the account in the Fay
report of enlisted soldiers telling
an officer from another unit to
buzz off when he told them to stop
beating an Iraqi detainee. “It is
completely unacceptable to have
an Army in which a lieutenant
would see behavior like that and
not stop it,” he said. “If that is

corps, that needs to be changed.”

Kern said Thursday that while
he is troubled by the abuses, he
wants to remind the public that
those responsible represent a tiny
fraction of the more than 200,000
US. soldiers and civilians who
were in Iraq at the time, doing
their jobs admirably.

“We have all these people who
are every single day going out
there doing the right thing, more
than 900 have been killed,” he
said. “We have people who are
conducting interrogations correct-
ly, we have people who are con-
ducting security correctly, we
have people who we know stories
of where they are sharing food,
helping people, doing things the
right way. We have thousands of
soldiers, sailors, airmen, marines,
that are out there . .. doing good
things.”
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Marines unlikely to press charges in van fire

Man set government vehicle ablaze after receiving news of son’s death in Iraq

BY KEN THOMAS
The Associated Press

HOLLYWOOD, Fla. — They
are highly trained, field-tested
Marines, and like many in their
number they have an unenviable
task: to tell families that a loved
one has been killed.

But nothing could have pre-
pared 1st Sgt. Timothy Shipman
and the two Marines in his team
for Carlos Arredondo’s reaction.

In his grief upon being told his

sensitivity” to Arredondo, Mack
said.

Capt. Tony Rode, a Hollywood
police spokesman, said it was pre-
mature to discuss possible charg-
es against Arredondo, but said it
was unlikely.

“If you have any ounce of sym-
pathy or compassion, youwd
choose not to charge an individu-
al who receives such horrific
news about his son,” he said.

The Marines arrived at
d

af-

Marine son was dead,
set their government vehicle
ablaze and seriously burned him-
self.

“Just like training for combat,
you train for 98 percent of the
things that you might face,” said
Maj. Scott Mack, a unit leader at
the Hialeah-based scout and anti-
tank platoon of the 8th Tank Bat-
talion. For everything else, he
said, “you rely on instinct.”

The Marines would not press
charges “out of compassion and

loor
ternoon to tell him that his
20-year-old son, Lance Cpl. Alex-
ander Arredondo of Randolph,
Mass., had been killed in combat
in Iraq.

As they tried to console him,
the father walked into the ga-
rage, picked up a propane tank, a
can of gasoline and a propane
torch. He smashed the van's win-
dow, got inside and set it ablaze,
despite pleas from the Marines to
stop.
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A portrait of Lance Cpl. Alexander Arredondo lies on the front porch of
his father, Carlos Arredondo, in Hollywood, Fla., on Thursday, as part
of a simple memorial to the Marine killed in Iraq.

The Marines, reservists who
are members of a military Casual-
ty Assistance Calls team, pulled
Arredondo, 44, from the burning
vehicle and extinguished the
flames on him. None of the Ma-
rines suffered injuries. Wednes-
day was Arredondo’s 44th birth-
day.

Military officials could not re-
call a similar incident from be-
reaved relatives.

“They range in emotion from
stunned silence to crying and
weeping,” said Gunnery Sgt. Kris-
tine Scarber, a Marines spokes-
woman. “As far as we know, this
is the first time anyone has ever
been violent.”

Alexander Arredondo, who
turned 20 this month, grew up in

Messages of Support
' To all US. and
All
cannot even

lied SGId\er.s
describe to you my admira-
tion and gratitude for your
bravery and your mission. |
have a long-standing respect
for military in combat, as
my Dad is a WWII vet who
fought in the 14th Armored
Division in Germany and
France in the U.S. Army. He
was an infantryman and has
recounted tales of his bat-
tles...truly a powerful expe-
rience.

I am holding you in my
thoughts and prayers...and
following your achievements
and losses daily, T know
you're among the best
skilled and determined indi-
viduals and you have the
power and support of many
people, family, friends,
strangers, countries, behind
you. You are heroes for sure.
T wait for your safe return
and the apportunity to spoil
and honor you all.
Sincerely, Laura Hanania

Norwood, Mass., and moved to
Randolph in 1999, according to
his mother, Victoria Foley, who
told the Patriot Ledger of Quincy
that her son “knew at age 16 that
he wanted to go into the Ma-

He]umed shortly after he grad-
uated from Blue Hills Regional
Technical School in 2002.

Foley, of Bangor, Maine, was
divorced from Carlos Arredondo
in the late 1980s. She said she
spoke to her son the day he died,
the Ledger reported.

“He said that it was going to
get bad, and he was really happy
where he was, Najaf. He was up-
beat,” Foley said.

Mack said Carlos Arredondo,
an immigrant from Costa Rica,
had been upgraded to stable con-

dition with burns over 26 percent
of his body at Jackson Memorial
Hospital. Arredondo’s wife, Meli-
da, told Marine officials he was
doing “much better.”

Mack credited Shipman and
his two team members, Staff Sgt.
Abraham Negron and Gunnery
Sgt. Syrill Melvin, for their re-
sponse to the incident. He said
they could have tackled Arredon-
do before he set the van ablaze
but wisely avoided making mat-
ters worse.

Shipman, meanwhile, said his
focus was on the Arredondo fami-

y.

“The Marine Corps is small.
You lose a Marine, everyone
feels the pain,” Shipman said.

Neighbors said Carlos Arredon-
do had been a friendly and help-
ful neighbor since moving there
six months ago. They responded
by helping clean up debris from
the charred street and putting his
tools in the shed.

An American flag was draped
over a bush and a small shrine
was set out by the front door, in-
cluding a photo of the young man
in his uniform, a vase holding
pink and white carnations and a
small blue placard that read:
“Tell the kids I love them. —
God.”

The Defense Department con-
firmed Thursday that Arredondo
died in Najaf, Iraq. Arredondo
was assigned to the Marine
Corps Base in Camp Pendleton,
Calif.

Alexander Arredondo will be
buried in Norwood, according to
his stepmother.

Fort Carson commander
weighing courts-martial

The Associated Press

FORT CARSON, Colo. — The
officer who oversaw the hearings
of three soldiers accused of forc-
ing two Iraqis to jump into the Ti-
gris River has
made his recom-

Martinez and Spc. Terry Bow-
man — and their platoon com-
mander, 1st Lt. Jack Saville, are
accused of making Zaidoun Fadel
Hassoun and his cousin, Marwan
Hassoun, jump off the bridge

after they were

mendation about The three ﬂﬁl;zdauc‘\’,rf?;wm’
:ﬂ:}l‘aﬂ the nen soldiers and The Army said

) 3 Zaidoun  Fadel
co%s»:ﬂmal- their platoon  Hassoun died but

e Army con-
firmed Thursday commander defense oawvers
that Capt. Robert - scused of hegarin glasl
Ayers has senthis (1€ Accused o, menthe that 1o
trspor}\’g the Sase making body was ever
o found.

James D. Thu- Zaidoun Fadel — Dying e hear-

man, commander

’ ing, three US.
of the 4th Infantry Hassoun and ing,
Division at Fort . X Army command-
001 Texas, his cousin, ers testified under
which  includes Marwan et sl
Fort Carson’s 3rd
n o . diers were told to
—??ﬁf.de Combat  HaSSOUN, JUMP  cover up the inci-
etai o ; dent.
Nodetailsabout  Off the bridge. They said they

the report will be

released until Thurman decides

what to do, division spokesman

Lt. Col. Jonathan Withington said.
The three soldiers — Sgt. 1st

Class Tracy Perkins, Sgt. Reggie

didn’t believe ei-
ther of the men had died.

A hearing will be held Sept. 8 at
Fort Carson to determine wheth-
er Saville should face a court-mar-
tial.
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BY CURT ANDERSON
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Al-Qaida
may attempt to attack Veterans
Affairs hospitals as an alterna-
tive to more heavily guarded
U.S. military installations, the
FBI and Homeland Security De-
partment warn in a new nation-
‘wide terrorism bulletin.

Although U.S. authorities say

hospitals, the
bulletin  said

military medi-
cal facilities
in Bethesda,
Maryland,
and Aurora, Colorado, the bulle-
tin said. Even though later inves-
tigation of these two incidents
uncovered no links to terrorism,
the bulletin urges vigilance at
VA hospitals on the part of po-
lice and security personnel.
“These facilities may be con-
sidered attractive targets due to

attractive targets
due to their

Homeland Security
Department bulletin

FBI hulletin says
VA hospitals may
be terror targets

their association with the mili-
tary and a perception that such
an attack may be more success-
ful than an attack against tradi-
tional military targets, which
generally maintain a more ro-
bust security posture,” the bulle-
tin says.

Bethesda located just outside
Washington, is home of the Na-
tional Naval Medical Center,
which is across the street from

there is no the sprawling
credible intel- ey National Insti-
ligence re- &k These facilities may ies of
garding a spe- . Health.

cific threat be considered Aurora, lo-
against  such cated just east

of Denver, is
home to the

there  have L . former Fitzsi-
been  persis- association with mons Army
tent reports of . Medical Cen-
epicins - the military and  ter,nowbeing
tivity” at medi- redeveloped
cal facilities may be more into a civilian
e ed  successful than an et
States. . ins The Depart-
That  in- attack agans t ment of Veter-
cludes “possi- traditional ans Affairs op-
ble reconnais- .y erates 163 hos-
sanoeﬂuactm- military pitals in the
ties” this year United States,
at unspecified targets ... .99 with at least

one in each of
the 48 contigu-
ous states as
well as in the District of Colum-
bia and Puerto Rico.

There are also hundreds of
VA clinics and nursing homes.

The bulletin was circulated
among law enforcement and se-
curity personnel nationwide
Thursday.

The Associated Press ob-
tained a copy Friday.

Saturday, August 28, 2004

SHNS

‘The commander of the USS John F. Kennedy, who was in charge when the aircraft carrier collided with a
small wooden boat in the Persian Gulf last month, was reassigned to Carrier Group 6 in Florida.

Kennedy commander relieved
of duty following July collision

BY SCOTT SCHONAUER

Stars and Stripes

The Navy relieved the com-
mander of the USS Kennedy on
Friday because of last month’s col-
lision between the aircraft carrier
and a small wooden boat.

Capt. Stephen G. Squires, who
took command of the ship about
five months ago, has been reas-
signed to Carrier Group 6 in May-
port, Fla., a Navy official said.

Capt. John W. Miller, the
former commanding officer of
the now-decommissioned USS
Constellation, will replace

investigation into the July 22 colli-
sion in the Persian Gulf between
the Kennedy and the boat, called
a dhow.

Although the report is not fin-
ished, the U.S. Sth Fleet in Mana-
ma, Bahrain, removed Squlres

plosives-laden boat to ram into
the Cole as it refueled at a port,
killing 17 sailors.

The removal of Squires is con-
sidered an administrative action.
If there is any disciplinary action
taken, itis likely to occur after the

based on
ings, a Navy official said.

At the time of the collision, the

carrier ‘was. conducting
night-| ﬂlght operations. The inves-
tigation is looking into how the
carrier and the boat could get so
close, especially when the ship’s
crew is supposed to be looking
out for small or large boats.

Squires, the Navy
Miller most recently served in the
policy division of the Joint Staff at
the Pentagon.

The Navy has not completed an

The Navy i numer-
ous force-protection measures
after the October 2000 USS Cole
‘bombing in Yemen.

The attackers used a small ex-

is

The removal of Squires adds to
a series of problems that have
plagued the Kennedy the past
three years.

In December 2001, the ship
flunked a readiness test after in-
spectors found problems with the
aircraft elevators and catapults.
The commanding officer and
other top officers were sacked.

The Kennedy is currently de-
ployed to the Persian Gulf region
in support of coalition forces in
Iraq.

E-mail Scott Schonauer at:
schonauers@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Missouri plan to let deployed GIs cast e-votes raises concerns
Experts, groups fear new rule could lead to Election Day fraud

BY JO BECKER
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — A plan to
make the presidential battle-
ground of Missouri the first state
to allow military voters serving in
combat zones such as Iraq to cast
their absentee ballots via e-mail
is renewing concerns about the se-
curity of online voting.

Missouri  Secretary of State
Matt Blunt, a Republican running
for governor, announced the plan
Wednesday, saying that “simplify-
ing the voting process for these
heroes is the least we can do.”
The move surprised some com-
puter security experts and voting
‘watchdog groups, who said Thurs-
day that the new rules could lead
to Election Day fraud.

Under a deal with the Defense
Department, Blunt’s office said,
Missouri voters serving in desig-

nated combat areas will have the
option of ﬁllmg out absentee bal-
lots, scanning them into a comput-
er file and e-mailing the scanned
document back to the Defense De-
partment. The department will
fax the ballot to local Missouri
election officials.

Missouri is the first state to
adopt such a system, according to
the Defense Department, which
sees it as a way to ensure that
mail delays do not disenfranchise
military voters. “This provides an
alternative ... for citizens who be-
lieve the regular absentee ballot
cannot be received, voted and re-
turned by mail in time to be count-
ed,” said Lt. Col. Ellen Krenke, a
department spokeswoman.

In February, the Defense De-
partment dropped a $22 million

&k Simplifying the
voting process
for these heroes
s the least we
can do.9?y

Matt Blunt
Missouri Secretary of State,
and running for governor

pilot plan to test Internet voting
for 100,000 U.S. military workers
and civilians overseas after a
panel of scientists identified secu-
rity concerns. The agency said it
could not ensure the legitimacy of
votes cast online.

Missouri’s system is different,
Krenke said, because it is not en-

tirely based on the Internet. The
ballots are signed and then
scanned before being e-mailed so
local election officials will be able
to compare voters’ signatures to
ones on file.

Service members who use the
system will forfeit keeping their
ballot secret; the Defense Depart-
ment and county officials will
know the candidate chosen. Kren-
ke said the military will use fax
numbers to create an audit trail,
and all ballots returned to local
election officials will contain an
official cover sheet. The type of
e-mail software will depend on
what is available in the field, she
said.

The state has not done an inde-
pendent study of the new sys-
tem’s security, said Blunt spokes-

man Spence Jackson “We trust
the military,” X

But Bruce Schneler, a comput-
er security expert on the board
for the National Committee for
Voting Integrity, said that the pub-
lic has a right to more details
about how the system will work.
How will independent observers
ensure that the Defense Depart-
ment does not “lose ballots?” he
asked. “There’s been no discus-
sion, no audits, no information
about how will it prevent phony
votes or hacking.

Missouri is semng itself up to
be the next Florida.”

Elliot Mincberg, legal director
for the People for the American
Way Foundation, said he is con-
cerned that service members will
feel pressured by commanders
and colleagues to give up their
right to vote in secret. “We are
going to look closely at this,” he
said.
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2nd Medical Brigade names top soldier, NCO

BY LISA BURGESS
Stars and Stripes

BAGHDAD — Military healers
are supposed to know their stuff in-
side and out. Lives depend on it
when the bullets start to fly.

But it's not often that medical
personnel have to prove their
knowledge in front of the toughest
audience:  senior noncommis-
sioned officers who have not only
“been there, seen that,” but used
the T-shirt as an emergency ban-

age.
This week, 10 junior enlisted sol-

Medical Bri-
gade — who
were judged
by their units
{ as the best of

from
duty stations
all over Iraq
to the Interna-
tional Zone in
Baghdad,
where they were grilled for 30 to
40 nerve-wracking minutes by a
six-person board looking for the
brigade’s soldier of the year and
NCO of the year.

Soldiers were asked a variety of
questions, ranging from leadership
to medical procedures to weapons,
according to the competition’s or-
ganizer, Command Sgt. Maj. Fred-

Bergner

LisA BURGESS/Stars and Stripes

Candidates for the 2nd Medical Brigade’s NCO of the Year competition and the sergeants major who were
their judges pose for a group shot in the International Zone in Baghdad after their final boards Wednesday.

erick Elsner. Each judge individu-
ally assessed and scored the candi-
dates, then the scores were added
together.

The person tapped as soldier of
the year “was a real surprise,” El-
sner said: Pfc. Martha Jasso, bare-
1y 20 years old and enlisted in the
Army for 16 months. Jasso, a San
Antonio medic with the 429th Air
Evacuation Battalion, is stationed

at Camp Speicher in Tikrit.

Jasso “blew us all away” with
her composure and a perfect score
on the exam, Elsner said.

“In all my years in the Army, 1
have never seen that — not only
did she not miss a single question,
she is almost brand-new in the
Army,” he marveled.

Her calm demeanor was a bit of
an act, Jasso admitted.

“I felt like 1 was gomg m pass
out” during the exam, she

Jasso credited her memor, Staff
Sgt. Carlos Luis Villa, for inspiring
her to hit the books as much as two
hours each weekday, and all day

weekends, for three months
straight.
“ want to make E-4 really bad,”

Jasso said. “And he was like, ‘How
tough do you want it? Because it's

all on you.'”

The NCO of the year was the
226th Medical Logistics Battalion’s
Sgt. Andria J. Bergner, 26, from Pe-
tersburg, I1L.

The board named Spc. Neil Cor-
nett, 20, from Zanesville, Ohio,
who works at Camp Victory for
Company C, 118th Medical Battal-
ion as the National Guard soldier
of the year.

Spe. Gregory Quinn, 33, from
the Fort Snelling, Wisconsin’s
785th Medical Company Combat
Stress Control team, was selected
as Reserve soldier of the year.

The 785th
also had the
winner of the

sailor of the
Petty

1% Berman

year,
Officer
lass
Jonathan Wells.
In a Thursday ceremony, B
Gen. James Re!nolds, 2nd Bn-
gade’s commander, awarded Ihe
winners plaques and comman
coins. The active-duty NCO and sol-
dier of the year also received
Army commendation medals and a
four-day leave pass.

E-mail Lisa Burgess at:
burgessl@stripes.osd.mil
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Russians: Terrorist act downed plane

BY MARA D. BELLABY
The Associated Press
MOSCOW — Russian officials
declared Friday that a terrorist
act downed one of the two planes
in this week’s near simultaneous

crashes after the wreckage re-
vealed traces of a high explosive
used in past attacks blamed on
Chechen separatists.

A Web site connected to Islamic
militants, meanwhile, claimed the
crashes that killed 90 were retalia-

Russian officials say that a terrorist act downed the Tu-154 airliner
seen above after explosive traces were found in the wreckage.

tion for Russia’s ongoing war in
Chechnya, and warned it was only
the first in a series of planned op-
erations. The claim’s veracity
could not be confirmed.

Russian  officials also an-
nounced that they were investigat-
ing the backgrounds of two female
passengers with Chechen names
who booked tickets on both flights
at the last minute and who were
the only victims whose relatives
have not contacted authorities.

The first official confirmation
that terrorists infiltrated Russia’s
civil aviation industry — a trans-
port sector that is essential in this
sprawling nation — prompted
only a muted response here, with
Russian officials avoiding drastic
measures such as closing airspace
or grounding flights.

President Vladimir Putin made
no public comment on the discov-
ery of traces of explosives. Rus-
sian officials also kept mum about
who they think is behind the at-
tack, which came just days before
Sunday’s Kremlin-sponsored elec-

U.N. report: Al-Qaida finds cheap
ways to fund most terror attacks

BY EDITH M. LEDERER
The Associated Press

UNITED NATIONS — The
al-Qaida terror network spent
less than $50,000 on each of its
major attacks except the Sept. 11
suicide hijackings and one of its
hallmarks is using readily avail-
able items like cell phones and
knives as weapons, a U.N. report
says.

The report released Thursday
by a new team monitoring the im-
plementation of U.N. sanctions
against al-Qaida and the Taliban
detailed just how little it cost to
mount terror operations.

For example, the report said

the March attacks in the Spanish
capital, Madrid, in which nearly
10 simultaneous bombs exploded
on four commuter trains, used

mining explosives and cell
phones as detonators and cost
about $10,000 to carry out.

Only the sophisticated attacks
in the United States on Sept. 11,
2001, using four hijacked aircraft
“required significant funding of
over six figures,” the report said.

The report said U.N. sanctions
have only had “a limited impact.”

U.N. sanctions require all UN.
member states to impose a travel
ban and arms embargo against a
list of those linked to the Taliban
or al-Qaida, currently 317 individ-

uals and 112 groups, and to freeze
any assets. Sanctions were first
imposed on bin Laden’s network
in 1999.

The report said not a single
country reported stopping an
arms shipment or banning entry
to a Taliban or al-Qaida member
on the U.N. list.

There is evidence al-Qaida
wants to acquire “the means to
construct bombs that would dis-
perse chemical, biological or ra-
diological pollutant,” the monitor-
ing team said, “and the threat to
use such a device was repeated,
albeit obliquely, in a communi-
que from the Abu Hafs Brigade,
an Al-Qaida offshoot, on July 1,
2004

More flights canceled

LONDON — British Airways,
plagued by staff shortages and
technical hitches all week, on Fri-
day announced two dozen ﬂlght
cancellations for the coming
days, including several trans-At-
lantic round trips.

British Airways said passen-
gers scheduled to fly on Friday’s
canceled round-trip flights to Ab-

erdeen, Glasgow and Manches-
ter would be accommodated on
later flights. BA said it was can-
celing 24 flights in the coming
days.

Slapping sentence

IM — A German
court sentenced an unemployed
teacher to four months’ proba-
tion Friday for slapping German

Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder
at a campaign rally earlier this
year

Jens Ammoser, 52, was con-
victed of bodily haml and defa-
mation by a court in Mannheim,
south of Frankfurt. He testified
earlier Friday that he lunged at
Schroeder at a May 18 event in
the city out of anger at cuts in so-
cial programs.
From wire reports

tions in Chechnya and amid offi-
cial warnings that rebels might
try to flex their muscle in a bid to
discredit what analysts predict
will be a highly managed vote.

The southbound planes took off
from one of Russia’s most modern
airports, Domodedovo, and fell to
earth within minutes of each other
on Tuesday night.

In the days since the crashes,
Russian officials had repeatedly
emphasized that while terrorism
was being considered, so were
other options, including bad fuel
and human error.

Service spokesman, Nikolai Za-
kharov, revealed that explosive ex-

ried 46 people.

No results from the other crash
site, of a Tu-134 with 44 aboard,
about 120 miles south of Moscow,
have been announced.

A Web site connected with Is-
lamic militants on Friday pub-
lished a statement signed the “Is-
lambouli Brigades” claiming re-
sponsibility for the crashes. A
group with a similar name has
claimed responsibility for at least
one other attack.

Russian officials have repeated-
ly contended that the rebels who
have been fighting Russian forces
in Chechnya for nearly five years
receive help from foreign terror-

perts found hexogen in the scat- ist organizations, including
tered remains of a Tu-154 that car-  al-Qaida.
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Three gored in
Madrid bull run

Pair of animals leap barrier
around ring into spectators

The Associated Press

MADRID, Spain — A pair of bulls gored three people
at the close of a Pamplona-style run Friday, leaping
over a protective barrier at the bull ring and into a
crowd of spectators, police said.

Another man suffered a severe head injury, and at
least 20 other people were treated for bumps and bruis-
es in the dangerous climax of what had been a routine
dash through San Sebastian de los Reyes, a Madrid sub-
urb.

Every summer, the town holds a weeklong festival in
which daredevils run through the streets with fighting
bulls weighing as much as 1,300 pounds, much like the
famed San Fermin festival in the northern city of Pam-
plona. The mad dash ends in the bull ring.

On Friday, the six bulls rumbled into ﬂle bull ring on
schedule, but resisted stick-wielding handlers trying to
guide them into stables.

Two of the bulls suddenly jumped over a 5-foot wall
at the edge of the ring, charging at random and trigger-
ing utter chaos.

Three people were gored in the legs or buttocks, but
their injuries were not serious, police said.

Some in the crowd of spectators hurled themselves
head-first back over the wall and into the ring.

“People behind the barrier think they are safe,” po-
lice spokesman Felix Agui said. “And it is even more un-
likely for two bulls to jump over it.”

PAGE 9

AP
Runners lead a pack of fighting bulls Friday through the Madrid suburb of San Sebas-
ian de los Reyes in Spain. Two bulls gored three people at the close of the Pamplo-
na-style run, leaping over a barrier at the bull ring and into a crowd of spectators.

Bosnia bridge stolen

SARAJEVO, Bosnia-Herzegovi-
na— In what could qualify for Rip-
ley’s Believe It or Not, seven
thieves stole an entire 13-yard
bridge near the southern Bosnian
town of Mostar, police said Friday.

Over several days, the group
dismantled the metal bridge built
during the Austro-Hungarian em-
pire 150 years ago, transported
the parts to a local junk yard and
sold them, a police statement said.

While it all happened in a re-
mote mountainous region,
villagers saw the thieves loading
parts of the bridge into vans and
alerted police last Friday. The
seven men were arrested and are
being held pending a decision by
a prosecutor.

Without disclosing their names,
police said the Gypsies, or Roma,
sold the metal parts for 280 Kon-
vertible Marks (US $170).

Turkey factory collapse

ISTANBUL, Turkey — A facto-
ry being built in central Turkey
collapsed ~Friday, killing four
workers and injuring another, the
Anatolia news agency reported.

Rescuers pulled out five work-
ers trapped under the rubble fol-
lowing the collapse of the build-
ing site in the central Anatolian
city of Eskisehir, but only one sur-
vived, Anatolia said.

The worker was being treated
at a local hospital. There was no
word on his condition.

Authorities suspect a problem
with a crane and other construc-
tion mistakes likely contributed
to the collapse, Anatolia reported.
From The Associated Press
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BY KATHERINE PFLEGER
SHRADER

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Amid a
heated election-year debate on
intelligence reform, President
Bush signed executive orders
Friday strengthening the pow-
ers of the CIA director and es-
tablishing a new national coun-
terterrorism center.

The moves will “improve our
ability to find, track and stop ter-
rorists,” White House press sec-
retary Scott McClellan said.

One executive order gives the
CIA director additional authori-
ty on an interim basis to per-
form many of the functions of a
proposed national intelligence
director who would oversee all
15 of the nation’s intelligence
agencies. Bush also will work
with Congress to create the posi-
tion of national intelligence di-
rector, McClellan said.

Congress and members of the
intelligence community are di-
vided over creation of the new
position, which would upset the
current bureaucracy and bal-
ance of power among the spy
agencies.

President signs order to
reform intel community

&k [The moves will] improve our ability to
find, track and stop terrorists. 9y

McClellan said the White
House would work with Congress
to make sure that the proposed na-
tional intelligence director has
enough authority over spending
and hiring and firing “so they can
do the job and do it effectively.”
‘The independent commission that
investigated the Sept. 11 attacks
had proposed giving the new di-
rector strong powers in both
areas.

Another executive order estab-
lishes the National Counter-Ter-
rorism Center, while a third order
sets guidelines for the sharing of
intelligence among agencies. Mc-
Clellan said the order would estab-
lish “some common standards
and clear accountability mea-
sures.”

“The president is committed to
doing everything in his power to
make sure that we are protecting
the American people,” his chief
spokesman said.

A congressional official said the

Scott McClellan
White House press secretary

White House has asked for the
quick feedback with the hopes
of making an announcement be-
fore the start of the Republican
National Convention on Mon-
day, perhaps before the end of
this week.

Debate over how to reshape
the intelligence community
picked up steam following the
release of the Sept. 11 commis-
sion’s 567-page report, which de-
tailed events surrounding the at-
tacks of Sept. 11, 2001, and
made more than 40 recommen-
dations to reform the govern-
ment.

Relevant congressional com-
mittees have been working
through the August recess to
draft legislation to implement in-
telligence reforms. Even with
the president’s actions, Con-
gress is expected to continue its
work on legislation to overhaul
U.S. intelligence.

AP White House correspondent Ter-
ence Hunt contributed to this report.

Census:
Poverty
level up

BY GENARO C. ARMAS
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Democrats
took aim at President Bush’s eco-
nomic record after release of a
Census Bureau report showing
the ranks of the uninsured and
the impoverished grew in 2003
for the third consecutive year
while incomes stayed level.

The president’s surrogates
came to his defense, noting that
the numbers failed to reflect
more recent economic gains,
such as the addition of 1.5 million
jobs over the past 12 months, or
the full effect of the Bush-backed
tax cuts.

But with jobs and health care
key issues in a tight presidential
race, Democratic challenger
John Kerry said the data was evi-
dence that the incumbent’s eco-
nomic policies had failed poor
and middle-class Americans.

The reports released Thursday
provide a snapshot of Americans’
economic well-being in 2003, two
full years after the end of the re-
cession. In 2003, job growth was
slow until the second half of the
year while wages overall were

Ranks of Americans in poverty climbs

The number of Americans living in poverty as well as those without
health insurance rose last year, according to the Census Bureau.
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President Bush goes into the crowd to greet supporters following a
campaign rally at Ricketts Park on Thursday in Farmington, N.M. A
recent Los Angeles poll has Bush slightly ahead of Sen. John Kerry in
three hot Midwestern states.

Poll: Bush overtakes
Kerry in three states

BY RONALD BROWNSTEIN

KATHLEEN HENNESSEY
Los Angeles Times

WASHINGTON — President
Bush has moved past Sen. John F.
Kerry in three hotly contested
Midwestern states, despite conti
ued doubts about the country’s
rection and the administration’s
policy choices, new Los Angeles
Times polls have found.

Bush has opened small leads —
all within the surveys’ margin of
error — in Ohio, Wisconsin, and
Missouri. The states, with a com-
bined 41 electoral votes, are
among those each side views as
critical to the outcome of the pres-
idential race.

In Missouri, Bush leads among
registered voters, 46 percent to
44 percent; in Wisconsin, he leads
48 percent to 44 percent; in Ohio,
the president holds a 49 percent
to 44 percent advantage, the sur-
veys found.

Like a nationwide Times poll re-
leased Wednesday that showed
Bush ahead, 49 percent to 46 per-
cent, the state surveys under-
score Kerry's difficulty at convert-
ing a general desire for change

into support for his candidacy.

Kerry trails in the three states
even though a majority of voters
in each say the country is not bet-
ter off because of Bush’s policies
and “needs to move in a new di-
rection.”

Bush draws support from virtu-
ally all voters who support his pol-
icy direction; by contrast, Kerry
attracts about four-fifths or less
of voters who want a new course.

Barb Chiamulera, a special edu-
cation teacher from Florence,
Wis., who responded to the poll,
said she remains torn between
disappointment in Bush and un-
certainty about Kerry.

“It seems like we're kind of at a
dead end,” she said of Bush’s pres-
idency. “But I just feel I don’t
know Kerry’s philosophy as well
as I 'should. I still don’t really feel
like he’s come up with any defi-
nite plan for what he would do
and how he would change
things.”

The Times Poll, supervised by
polling director Susan Pinkus,
contacted 507 registered voters in
Ohio, 580 in Missouri, and 512 in
Wisconsin, from Aug. 21 through
24. It has a margin of sampling
error of plus or minus four per-
centage points for each state.

Source: Census Bureau

stagnant. Many of those who did
get jobs were faced with accept-
ing scaled-back benefits and pen-
sion plans.

“The good news is that this is
what one would expect since we
are sull coming out of a reces-
sion,” said Sheldon Danzinger,
co-director of the National Pover-
ty Center at the University of
Michigan.

Still, the growing number of
workers who didn’t get wage in-
creases last year likely helped
boost the number of poor people
in America, he added.

There were 35.8 million people
living in poverty last year, or 12.5
percent of the population. That
was 1.3 million more than in
2002.

The government_definition of
poverty varies by the size of the
household. For instance, the in-

AP

come threshold for a family of
four was $18,810, while for two
people it was $12,015.

More people lacked health in-
surance as well — about 45 mil-
lion last year, or 15.6 percent,
compared wit illion, or
15.2 percent the previous year.

The rate of uninsured children
was relatively stable at 11.4 per-
cent.

The census report found that
median household income, when
adjusted for inflation, remained
basically flat last year at $43,318.
Whites, blacks and Asians saw no
noticeable change, but Hispanics”
income fell slightly.

Bush, campaigning in Las Cruc-
es, NM didn’t directly address
the Census Bureau reports but re-
iterated his contention that the
economy is improving because of
his policies.

Social Security woes

JACKSON, Wyoming — Feder-
al Reserve Chairman Alan
Greenspan said Friday that the
United States will face “abrupt
and painful” choices if Congress
does not move quickly to trim the
Social Security and Medicare ben-
efits that have been promised to
the baby boom generation.

Returning to a politically explo-
sive issue that he has addressed a
number of times this year,
Greenspan said that it was wrong
for the government to hold out
the promise of more retirement
benefits than it is capable of pro-
viding.

He said this issue was particu-
larly critical given the impending
retirement of 77 million baby

mers born in the two decades
after World War II.

9/11 toy mistake

MIAMI — Small toys showing
an airplane flying into the World
Trade Center were packed inside
more than 14,000 bags of candy
and sent to small groceries
around the country before being
recalled.

Lisy Corp., the wholesaler that
distributed the candy, said Friday
that the toys were purchased in
bulk from a Miami-based import
company.

The toys came in an assortment
purchased sight unseen from
L&M Import in Miami and includ-
ed the toys depicting the Sept. 11,
2001, attack on the twin towers,
whistles and other small toys,
said Luis Pedron, Lisy’s national
sales manager.

From The Associated Press
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OP seeks unity by partially embracing dissent

BY CALVIN WOODWARD
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — In a few words
meant to speak volumes, U.S. Re-
publicans have extended a wel-
come to party members who dis-
agree with elements of their plat-
form, a strongly conservative
statement of beliefs that includes

This was a step up from merely
recognizing the existence of dis-
senters, as the initial version of
the 2004 platform stated. But in a
process where every word is
watched with a hawK’s eye by
party activists, the party hoped
the change would settle divisions
between social conservatives and
and deliver U.S. Presi-

an of
bans on abortion and gay mar-
riage.

Party leaders working with plat-
form delegates on both sides of
the abortion issue settled on a dec-
laration Wednesday night that Re-
publicans “respect and accept”
that party members can have
deeply held differences.

dent Bush a unified national con-
vention next week.

“We’ve worked very hard to be
the open door [party] and show re-
spect for other views,” said Ten-
nessee Senator Bill Frist, plat-
form chairman. “It's language
I'm very comfortable with.”

The committee adopted the
compromise in a 74-18 vote, with
most of the mild opposition com-
ing from social conservatives
who saw any accommodation as a
dilution of core principles. On the
other hand, advocates of gay and
abortion rights had wanted a
much stronger statement — one
that identified their issues as mat-
ters of disagreement.

Ann Stone, who leads Republi-
cans for Choice, said the “respect
and accept” solution was insuffi-
cient, but it was preferable to sim-
ply being recognized. “Three
words are better than one,” she
said wryly.

The committee turned to less
contentious parts of the platform,
intending to finish its delibera-
tions Thursday and send the docu-
ment to the convention for ratifi-
cation Monday, without further
debate.

Earlier, a panel made up large-
ly of conservative delegates ap-

roved age that calls for a
constitutional amendment ban-
ning same-sex marriage and op-
poses legal recognition of any sort
for gay civil unions, including ben-
efits for such couples. The plat-
form committee made no chang-
es in that plank.

Some activists sharply criti-
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cized their party for adopting a
hard line in advance of a conven-
tion that will seek support from
swing voters and more liberal Re-
publicans.

“You can't craft a vicious,
mean-spirited platform and then
try to put lipstick on the pig by
putting Rudy Giuliani and Arnold
Schwarzenegger on in pi
time,” Christopher Barron of the

Cabin ~ Republicans, a
gay-rights group, said in an inter-

Gmllam, the former mayor of
New York, and ifornia Gov.
Schwarzenegger are among mod-
erate  Republicans accorded
prominent convention speaking
slots.

Protestors
strip to get
across HIV

concerns

BY VERENA DOBNIK
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — AIDS activists
stripped naked Thursday oppo-
site the site of next week’s Repub-
lican National Convention, de-
manding that President Bush
make good on his promise to help
HIV-positive people in the
world’s poorest countries.

Two clothed members of ACT
UP climbed
atop a media
van parked
on West 33rd
Street,
across from
Madison
Square Gar-
den, and
held a slgn

Sg;; Bloomberg
S.”

Then nine others, standing in
the street, removed all of their
clothes; a tenth protested in her
underwear.

“This is New York,” Mayor
Michael Bloomberg joked later.
“Of course we have ... naked peo-
ple on Eighth Avenue.”

Police said they arrested 14 peo-
ple. They were variously charged
with public lewdness, disorderly
conduct and reckless endanger-
ment, and were being held for
their cases to be processed.

The men and women stood in
the buff for 10 minutes, locking
arms and blocking West 33rd
Street as they chanted, “Drop the
Debt. Stop AIDS.” The same slo-
gan was stenciled in black on
their bodies.

Dozens of other ACT UP mem-
bers passed out leaflets to the
crowd that gathered. “When it
comes to fighting the AIDS crisis,
Emperor Bush has no clothes,”
said activist Amanda Lugg.

“Countries are spending all the
money they have on paying off
debt when they could be spend-
ing that money on prevention of
HIV,” said protest organizer Eust-
acia Smith, 36, a Brooklyn social
worker.
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Patti Quigley, foreground, and Susan Retik, who both lost their
husbands during the Sept. 11 terror attacks, ride in Needham, Mass.
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Two widows of 9/11 attacks
try to break cycle of violence

BY DENISE LAVOIE
The Associated Press

NEEDHAM, Mass. — Amid the
horror, confusion and grief that
followed their husbands’ deaths
in the 2001 terrorist attacks,
Susan Retik and Patti Quigley
were inundated with kindness.

Family and friends offered love
and companionship. Their hus-
bands’ employers continued to
pay their salaries. Strangers sent

flowers, food and cash.

Yet through their grief, the two
widows managed to react with
kindness, reaching out across an
ocean and to a different culture to
consider the plight of widows in
Afghanistan.

Retik and Quigley were struck
by how women, especially wid-
ows, were marginalized by the
former Taliban regime and by Af-
ghan society in general: They had
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no life insurance and often no
money or property to help them
carry on after their husbands’
deaths.

“I thought — look at all the sup-
port we're getting,” said Retik, of
Needham. “What must it be like
for widows in Afghanistan?”

It turned out that Quigley, who
lived in neighboring Wellesley
but had never met Retik until sev-
eral months after their husbands
were killed at the World Trade
Center, had similar thoughts. The
two began talking about the con-
nection they felt with widows in
Afghanistan, the same nation
where their husbands’ killers had
trained and where war raged in
the years after the attacks.
Months later, they came up with a
plan to raise money for them.

Earlier this year, they created
Beyond the 11th, a nonprofit foun-
dation to aid widows in areas
touched by conflict, and they plan
to mark the third anniversary of
the attacks by riding their bikes

rom New York, where their hus-
bands’ lives ended, to Boston,
where their final flights began.

“Instead of the cycle of vio-
lence and terrorism escalating, if
we can on that day show kindness
and reach out to other people,
what better thing to do on Septem-
ber 11th?” asked Retik.

The two women plan to ride the
first 220 miles of the route togeth-
er, making their way through
back roads of New York, Connect-
icut, Rhode Island and into Massa-
chusetts, where they hope to be
met by another 200 riders for the
final 30 miles to Boston.

Each rider will represent one
of the 202 New Englanders killed
in the attacks.

For Retik, 36, and Quigley, 40,
the ride is an outgrowth of their
friendship, which blossomed
even as they coped with a terrible
loss. Both women were pregnant
when their husbands perished
aboard the planes that slammed
into the trade center.

Retik and her husband, David,
already had two children, Ben, 3,
and Molly, 2. She was 7%: months
pregnant on Sept. 11. Two months
later, she gave birth to a second
daughter, Dina.

Quigley and her husband,
Patrick, had a S-year-old daugh”
ter, Rachel. A month after the at-
tacks, she gave birth to another
daughter, Leah.

The first few months after the
attacks were a blur.

By February of 2002, Retik and
Quigley began getting together
for dinner, sharing their grief and
talking to each another in a way
no one else could. “There’s a
point where other people just
don’t get it,” Quigley said.

uigley came up with the idea
for the bike ride. They bought
bikes together in March and
began their training with a
14-mile ride. Since then, they've
built up to 50 miles and plan to
ride about 100 miles per day by
September.

The ride will begin Sept. 9 at
the former site of the World Trade
Center and end on Sept. 11 at a
new memorial in the Boston Pub-
lic Garden. They are hoping to
raise $100,000 for food, clothing,
education and job training for Af-
ghan widows and their children.
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Contractor EDS undeterred by glitches, losses

BY DAVID KOENIG
The Associated Press

PLANO, Texas — When a com-
puter glitch delayed hundreds of
American Airlines and US Air-
ways flights around the country
earlier this month, the blame fell
squarely on Electronic Data Sys-
tems Corp.

An EDS-run computer system
had gone haywire.

The timing couldn’t have been
worse for EDS. In the past few
weeks, the computer services
company has seen its credit down-
graded to junk status, has slashed
its dividend and has paid a steep
price to get out of a money-losing
contract.

EDS’s revenue is growing, but
barely. The company managed a
profit in the April-June period
only by selling a big software dis
sion, and there s talk of more lay-
offs as EDS loses business to ri-
vals such as IBM Corp.

Against that backdrop, EDS got
the publicity black eye on Aug. 1
‘when a single data entry by an air-
line employee into a flight opera-
tion database — part of the old
Sabre system — triggered a cas-
cading failure that made empty
planes appear fully loaded.

‘The computer system had to be
shut down and hundreds of
flights were delayed for two to
three hours.

EDS blamed the foul-up on
“user error” — essentially an in-
correctly typed command — but
now acknowledges that the sys-
tem never should have failed.

“That problem has been fixed
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and resolved, and we and the cus-

forward,”
Steve Schuckenbrock EDS execu-
tive vice president of global sales,
said in an interview. He said po-
tential EDS customers will re-
member the company taking re-
sponsibility long after they’ve for-
gotten about the one-day snarl at
airports.

Some analysts aren’t so sure.

A series of recent setbacks
have raised doubts about the
state of EDS, which is well into a
turnaround effort that began in
March 2003 when chairman and
chief executive Richard H.
Brown was ousted and replaced
by Michael Jordan, the retired
chairman of CBS.

Jordan has hired his own man-
agement team, largely through
buying a consulting firm run by a
longtime associate, and tried to
fix big money-losing contracts
signed on Brown’s watc

There are signs that after a diffi-
cult first 16 months, Jordan is
‘making progress.

Within the past three weeks,
EDS has announced changes in
an $8.8 billion contract with the
Navy that will allow it to bill for
additional services. The federal
housing agency upheld EDS’s
win of a $750 million contract
that had been challenged by a los-
ing bidder, Lockheed Martin
Corp.

And new contract signings rose
25 percent in April through June,
compared to a year earlier.

EDS now offers many services,
including consulting, call centers
and back-office operations, but its
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In the past few weeks, Plano, Texas-based Electronic Data Systems Corp. has seen its credit downgraded to
junk status and paid a steep price to get out of a money-losing 2000 contract to build and operate a commu-
nications network for the Navy and Marine Corps. But company officials see a light at the end of the tunnel.

main business remains running
computer systems for other com-
panies and government agencies.

Last month, EDS won a $1.1 bil-
lion, 8-year contract to take over
the Bank of America Corp.’s com-
munications systems and inte-
grate them with Fleet Boston Fi-
nancial Corp., which BofA recent-
1y bought.

Several analysts said, however,
that the BofA deal hlgh].\ghled
EDS’s dependence on winning
work from existing customers —
EDS already had $4.5 billion in
work for the bank — rather than
from new clients.

EDS officials say the BofA con-

EXCHANGE RATES

litary rates
Japanese yen (hug. )
Korean won (Aug. 27)

tract showed that existing custom-

— who presumably know
EDS the best — are giving the
Plano-based company a vote of
confidence. They argue that jobs
with existing customers tend to
‘e more profitable than new busi-
ness.

Analysts say rivals are busy
spreading the word that EDS is in
shaky financial shape and can’t
be trusted to carry out complex,
long-term technology contracts.

Even before Moody’s Investors
Service cut EDS’s debt to junk sta-
tus last month, saying the compa-
ny was making only slow
progress at fixing its business,
the company'’s sales force hit the

hones to reassure current cus-
tomers and potential clients that a
downgrade wouldn’t mean much.

EDS has built up a stockpile of
$3.6 billion in cash and liquid in-
, and says that cash will

equal debt by year-end, reducing
the need to borrow.
Ang

Brit
Canada (Dollar ..
Denmark (Kron
Egypt (Pound)

Switzerland (Fre

said EDS
has signed more than 400 con-
tracts worth $880 million since
the Moody’s downgrade.

Those deals also underscore an-
other strategy at EDS — moving
away from the multibillion-dollar
deals that once pumped up its rev-
enue but actually drained profits.
EDS got burned on several big

deals, especially the contract won
in 2000 to build and operate a
communications netwurk for the
Navy and Marine Corp:

The job turned out lo be more
compléx than EDS imagined, Con-
gress imposed additional testing
requirements after the contract
was awarded and EDS has lost
$1.7 billion by spending more on
people and equipment than it gets
paid from the Navy. EDS has
stopped predicting when it will
profit on the deal.

Schuckenbrock says EDS will
eventually get credit for sticking
with the job, and Rod Bourgeois,
an analyst with Sanford C. Bern-
stein & Co., said the Navy’s will-
ingness to fet EDS bill for more
services was “a positive to EDS at
atime when they could use a cred-
ibility boost.”

EDS also remains under the
cloud of an investigation by the
Securities and Exchange Commis-
sion into actions under Brown’s
leadership.

EDS officials say the turn-
around is alive and well.

“The right pieces are there,”
said Julie Giera, an analyst for
Forrester Research who toured
EDS this month. “The mistakes of
the past aren't being repeated.
They're reducing debt, signing
new customers and moving along
in their transformation.”
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Money tip of the day

Vehicle rebates

CBS MarketWatch

NEW YORK — Automobile
dealers are clearing their lots to
make room for next year’s mod-
els. With rebates and other in-
centives at a high point, it'’s a
good time to buy a vehicle.

Most rebates are regionalized,
according to Phil Reed, consum-
er advice editor for Ed-
munds.com, which offers com-
parison guides for new and used
cars. Before you visit any dealer-

shlps, it’s wise to do research on
ch incentives are available
m your area.

Edmunds.com _allows you to
get price quotes in your area for
a specific make and model, and
will list any known incentives
being offered.

Many of the current adver-
tised incentives involve gasolme
rebates for purchasing an S
Reed said. Others include bonus-
es for military personnel or for
selecting on-site financing.
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EUROPEAN FORECAS

Benelux: Mostly cloudy with rain-
showers. Highs in the lower 70s,
Sunday lows in the mid 50s.

Briain, Ireland Partly to mostly
udy. Highs in the lower to upper
o ndy Tows 1 he towar 10
upper 50s.
Croatia and Bosnia: Partly cloudy.

i
Highs in the mid 70s, Sunday lows in
the mid 50s.

France: Partly to mosty cloudy with
isolated rainshowers. Highs in
Tower 70s to lower 80s, Sur\day ons
in the upper 50s to lower 60s.

Northern Germany: Mostly cloudy
with isolated rainshowers. Highs in
the lower 70s, Sunday lows in the
mid 50s.

Southern Germany: Cloudy with
rain. Highs in the mid 60s to lower
70s, Sunday lows in the mid 50s.

Hungary: Party doudy. Highs n the
w r 70s, Sunday lows in the mid

Northern Haly: Party to mosty
cloudy. Highs in the upper 70s to
lower 80s, Sunday lows in fis upper
505 to mid 60s.

Southern Italy: Sunny. Highs in the
lower 80s to lower 90s, Sunday lows
in the lower to mid 60s.

Kosovo: Partly cloudy with morning
fog. Highs in the lower 80s, Sunday
lows in the lower

Norway: Mostly cloudy with rainshow-
ers. Highs in the lower to mid 60s,
Sunday lows n the upper 405 to
lower

Portugal, Spain: Partly to mostly
cloudy. Highs in the lower 80s to
upper 90s, Sunday lows in the lower
60s to mid 70s.

Turkey: Sunny. Highs in the lower to
mid 90s, Sunday lows in the mid 60s.
to lower 70s.

For current weather watches, wammgs,
and 5-day forecasts go to the USAFE
Operational Weather Squadron home

htips:/lows.sembach.af.mil
http://ows.public.sembach.af.mil
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Sororities hide tests

HARRISONBURG —;

A student worker
doing a maintenance check
found cabinets full of tests
dating from 1951 to 1995 in
two sorority residences at
James Madison Universi-
ty, but no members will
face any honor code
charges.

The filing cabi- ..
nets were found in
mid-July during a check of the
Alpha Sigma Alpha and Zeta Tau
Alpha residences, which are part
of university housing. The employ-
ee found the tests in a storage
room in the ASA building and in
the laundry room of the ZTA
house.

The files were sorted by profes-
sor and subject, and date back to
1951, ASA president Kathryn Mur-
phy told The Breeze, the universi-
ty’s student newspaper.

‘The university’s honor code pro-
hibits collecting old exams, but the
current provision was not in effect
during the period when the tests
were collected, university spokes-
man Fred Hilton said Wednesday.

Grandfather sent to jail

LUBBOCK — A

64-year-old Lubbock man
who pleaded guilty to gunning
down his son-in-law in a dispute
over the discipline of his grand-
daughter has been sentenced to 12
years in prison.

Leroy Ward entered the guilty
plea, the Lubbock Avalanche-Jour-
reports in its online editions.

According to police records,
Ward shot Michael Keith Jones
during an argument over a spank-
ing that Jones gave to Ward’s
14-year-old granddaughter.

During the July 23, 2003, con-
frontation at Jones’ home, Ward

atened Jones with a knife.
Ward then left the home and re-
moved a shotgun from his truck.
He fired the first of two shots
through the closed front door, strik-
ing Jones in the chest.

‘Ward then entered the home and
shot Jones again, police said.

er retreating from the house,
Ward turned the gun on himself as
his 12- -year- -old grandson, who was
playing in the front yard, watched.

Ward’s  self-inflicted ~ gunshot
‘wound did not kill him. He was hos-
pitalized and taken into police cus-
tody.

Reptile finds new home

HUDSON — A three-foot

reptile that was captured

has found a new home in Plaistow.

New England Reptile Distribu-

tors, or NERD, agreed to take the

caiman — a member of the alliga-

tor family — and picked it up, Ani-

mal Control Officer Jana McMill-
an said.

Hudson police officers caught
the toothy reptile, named Smiley,
after a passing driver saw it trying
to cross a road and called police.

“Smiley’s owner, Andres Lopez,
had been keeping the creature in a
children’s pool outside his home.
Authorities told Lopez he needed a
secure cage that police had inspect-
ed, and Lopez said he thought find-
ing the gator a new home was a bet-
ter solution, McMillan said.

Bear ignores the music
GRAND JUNCTION
Not even loud rock 'n’ roll

music could discourage a

350-pound bear that repeatedly

assist,” defense attor-
ney Peter Fay said
after Judge Robert
Herndon pronounced
Weaver fit to stand trial.
The disappearance of

“)/ the two girls — Ashley

ROUNDUP

raided plums and watermelons
from a couple’s garden.

Eldon and Gerry Nihues hung a
radio from the plum tree, tuned it
into a rock station and turned it up
loud in hopes of scaring off the
bear, which helped itself to about
50 watermelons, including 11 in
one night.

“It was this crazy rock stuff that
was playing, but it didn’t bother

im,” Gerry Nihues said. “He'd eat
the ‘plums right out from under
where the thing was playing.”

The state Division of Wildlife set
out a trap, and the bear walked
into it. Wildlife officers tranquil-
ized the bear, tagged it and re-
leased it in a remote area.

Eight bears have been relocated
from the area in the past three
weeks, Division of Wildlife spokes-
man Randy Hampton said.

Man competent for trial

OREGON CITY — A man

accused of killing two girls
and hiding their bodies in his back
yard was ruled mentally compe-
tent to stand trial for murder.

Ward Weaver, 41, spent four
months under psychiatric evalua-
tion.

His trial was suspended in April
after the judge ruled that Weaver
was severely depressed and could
not cooperate in his own defense.

“We will agree that Mr. Weaver
has regained his ability to aid and

Thirsty dog

Nigel, a 4-year-old yellow Labrador
retriever, happily gulps water from
a bottle after playing a game of
run-and-retrieve with his owner,
Stacy Wright, in Baton Rouge, La.

Pond, 12, and Miranda
Gaddis, 13 — in 2002
prompted a nationwide FBI
hunt. The search ended a few
hundred yards from the girls’
front doors in Oregon City,
when their bodies were found
in Weaver’s yard under a concrete
slab and in a shed. Both girls were
friends of Weaver’s daughter.

Guardsman can’t deploy
HONOLULU — A Hawaii
National Guard member

called to active duty must wait be-

fore finding out whether his sen-
tencing on a home invasion rob-
bery conviction can wait until after

he completes his tour in the Mid-

dle East.

Honolulu Circuit Judge Virginia
Crandall scheduled a hearing to de-
termine whether the order calling
Shaun C. Rodrigues to active duty
supersedes all pending motions
and proceedings in his case, includ-
ing sentencing.

If the call to duty is given priori-
ty, all proceedings in Rodrigues’
case would be delayed until he
completes his deployment, which
is expected to last about a year.

Rodrigues, 24, was found guilty
in March 2002 of tying up and rob-
bing two women at gunpoint inside
their Manoa home, but sentencing
has been delayed by various court
proceedings, including his attor-
ney’s attempt to get a new trial. He
has been free on $75,000 bail.

Meanwhile, Rodrigues’ unit in
the Hawaii Army National Guard
was mobilized to prepare for de-
ployment to Iraq in February.

Highway chicken spill
MARSHALLS CREEK —
More than 1,000 live chick-
ens fell off a truck early Thursday
on their way from a Pennsylvania
farm to an upstate New York pro-
cessing plant.

At least 100 plastic crates of
chickens fell off the tractor-trailer
as it rounded a tight curve of Exit
309 off Interstate 80, heading to
Marshalls Creek.

The truck left a trail of chickens,
feathers and crates for three miles
up Route 209 as the driver contin-
ued on his way, not knowing he’d
lost part of his load. About 6,000
chickens were on the truck; an un-
known number were killed.

Deadly overpass incident

DETROIT — A construc-

tion platform fell Friday as
four workmen were painting a
highway overpass, killing one
worker and critically injuring the
other three, police said.

‘The men, who worked for a com-
pany contracted by the Michigan
Department of Transportation,
‘were working on the overpass of In-
terstate 75 in southwest Detroit.
They were attempting to lower a
20-by-30-foot platform when a
cable holding it up snapped shortly
after 11 am., police said.

The injured men were taken to
Detroit Receiving Hospital. Police
were not releasing their names be-
cause the families had not been no-
tified. They were employed by At-
salis Bros. Painting in Clinton
Township, the transportation de-
partment said.

DI( WI|H4 l|||| xt
Little treasures Jor et 4 monts, e ot o,

Johnny Willett placed his son next In ihe foal to show how small she is.

3 Northview High School sophomore Jeff
TOO tlred to play Sundheimer takes a siesta on his sousa-
phone during a break from marching band camp in Sylvania, Ohio. North-
view band members have been practicing since early August for opening
night of football season.

Yukon, a baby pig, leaps over a
hurdle to take the lead in the
-Alaskan Pig Races event during the last day of the San Mateo County

Runmng of the plgs

in San Mateo, Calif.
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Patriotic ural

side of the building completed by the end of the year.

3 As a tow service crew prepares to lift a trailer
Str Ong Wlnds from atop his car, Johnson County Fire District
Firefighter Scott Goeke steps back to watch in Spring Hill, Kan. The
trailer, which is used for search and rescue training, was blown over by
overnight storms that swept through the area.

Jefferson Waller works on the details of the American flag on a mural, Walls
of Patriotism, on the side of the Nascar’s Plus store in Fayetteville, N.C.

Waller, who has worked on the mural for over a year, paints for about four hours everyday and hopes to have this
, /.
W I

f
Good harvest year

Matthew Bennett is surrounded by
corn stalks as he walks his field in
Windsor, lIl. It has been a good
summer for Matt, who grew about
3,000 acres of corn and soybeans.

Krlspy Kreme debut

A selection of douglmnts are seen on display at the new Krispy Kreme
doughnut shop in the Dupont Circle neighborhood of Washington. It was
the grand opening of the first Krispy Kreme in the District of Columbia.

UGA cheer coach fired

ATHENS — The Universi-

ty of Georgia cheerleading
coach was fired after a Jewish
cheerleader complained her chanc-
es of making the football squad
were hurt because she didn’t par-
ticipate in Bible studies and pre-
game prayers.

Jaclyn Steele, 22, was on the foot-
ball squad as a freshman but was
moved to the basketball squad, a
perceived demotion at the foot-
ball-crazy university.

Steele complained to the univer-
sity in November and coach Maril-
ou Braswell was placed on proba-
tion. Steele was subsequently rein-
stated on the football squad with-
out a tryout.

But when Braswell told the
cheerleaders why Steele was rein-
stated, the university viewed that
as retaliation for the discrimina-
tion claims, said Braswell’s attor-
ney, Marie Bruce.

Braswell was fired; her termina-
tion letter cited “discourteous and
disruptive behavior.” She said she
would appeal.

Stolen laptops recovered

SEATTLE — Six laptop
computers containing sen-
sitive airport security information
that were stolen last month have
been recovered, the FBI said.

The laptops, taken from a motel
storage room near Seattle-Tacoma
Airport after being used to train
airport screeners, contained infor-
mation that screeners said could
be used by terrorists to evade de-
tection.

But officials of the training con-
tractor, Lockheed Martin, denied
that the information in the laptops
could compromise national securi-
ty. Each laptop and all the screen-
er training files were pass-
word-protected, officials said.

The person who had obtained
the computers and contacted au-
thorities said he realized they had
been stolen after reading newspa-
per reports, FBI agent Roberta
Burroughs said. The person is not
believed to be involved, she said.

Man acquitted of murder

ROLLING MEADOWS — A

28-year-old man accused of
decapitating his mother and dis-
playing her head on the front
porch of their home because he be-
lieved she was Satan was acquitted
of murder by reason of insanity.

Judge John Scotillo ruled that
Karl Sneider of Palatine suffered
from mental illness and “lacked
substantial capacity to appreciate
the criminality” of killing his
49-year-old mother, Kathryn
Sneider.

During four days of testimony,
four doctors said Sneider was
schizophrenic and suffered from
delusions and hallucinations.

tal-health supervision Sneider will
receive. He will remain in Cook
County jail until then.

Court reinstates award

ST. LOUIS — A Missouri

appeals court reinstated a
jury’s $8.5 million award to the
family of a boy paralyzed in a car
seat.

The ruling by the three-judge
panel reversed a St. Louis judge’s
2002 decision to order a retrial, at
the request of car-seat maker Even-
flo Co., on claims that punitive
damages were wrongly awarded.

Jurors awarded the damages to
Damon Steele, whose son Denver
John “D.J.” Steele, then 2, was in-
jured while riding in an Evenflo
car seat during the one-vehicle
crash in 1996.

An Evenflo attorney, John Mur-
phy, said further appeals were
planned to the full appellate court,
then to the Missouri Supreme
Court, if necessary.

“I'have a problem with a court of
appeals decision that reverses a
trial court when the trial court says
he was concerned whether justice
was done,” Murphy said.

Ohio-based Evenflo argued that
the car’s driver, Damon Steele’s
ex-girlfriend, failed to put D.J. in
the seat properly, and that even if
she had, the child would have been
injured by the crash’s severity.

Cab driver dies of burns

LAS VEGAS — A cab driv-

er set on fire during a rob-
bery attempt died, three days after
being burned over more than 70
percent of his body.

Pairoj Chitprasart, 51, had been
in critical condition and on life sup-
port since the attack. James Scholl,
33, will be charged with murder,
police said. He was arrested on sus-
picion of attempted murder after
he was overheard bragging about
the attack, police said.

Ballpark employee fired

ATLANTIC CITY — The

public address announcer
for minor league baseball’s Atlan-
tic City Surf was fired and the
scoreboard operator resigned after
poking fun at Gov. James E.
McGreevey'’s sexual orientation.

Announcer Greg Maiuro dedicat-
ed a between-innings rendition of
the song “YMCA” to McGreevey
during a game, less than a week
after New Jersey’s governor an-
nounced that he had had an extra-
marital affair with a man and
would resign.

The following night, scoreboard
operator Marco Cerino posted the
message “Sponsored by Gov. Jim
McGreevey” on the scoreboard
when the song played. Cerino re-
signed over the incident, the team
said.

to court
Sneider told police he was Jesus
Christ, his mother was Satan and
that her death in January 2003 sig-
naled the triumph of good over
evil.

According to police and prosecu-
tors, the two got into a fight after
she told him he should be commit-
ted to a mental hospital. He then
stabbed her, cut off her head and
put it on the front porch.

Scotillo ordered Sneider to be
evaluated by mental health ex-

perts within 30 days. The judge
W]ll then determine the number of
years and what type of men-

State t shortage

HONOLULU — The state

was short 357 teachers
when public schools started this
week, so the Department of Educa-
tion plans to continuing hiring dur-
ing the school year.

The department also is likely to
bring in substitutes to make up the
difference.

“It’s not ideal, but it’s not unusu-
al when you're dealing with the
tight labor market for teachers in
recent years,” said Greg Knudsen,
spokesman for the department.
Stories and photos from wire services.
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Flag ban troubling

1 concur with recent letters regarding the
ban on flying the U.S. flag, corporate ban-
ners, unit guidons and other displays of

While I, too, am not privy to command mo-
tivation regarding this ban, I find it trou-
bling. What has happened to an Army that
restricts national pride and knowingly af-
fects morale. We are soldiers. We rally
around the flag in times of good and bad.
Within Area Two of Camp Arifjan, we can-
not.

Had this policy been intended for com-
mand areas of the garrison, I would totally
agree. But this is affecting the tent city area
of Arifjan, our quasi-housing area. On instal-
lations in the United States where I have
been stationed, I have seen flags flying
proudly in housing areas. Why can’t we
share that same spmt and pride of our state-
side counterparts

Staff Sgt. Wayne Ashby

Camp Arifian, Kuwait

Realignment doesn’t help ...

As much as I think about the whole mov-
ing troops idea, T can’t really see the saving
of money or being better deployable.

It would save a lot more money to not ro-
tate soldiers around every three years or in-
vest so much money in projects that aren’t
really needed, like a new, huge gymnasium
in Bamberg, Germany.

And then the other reason behind the re-
alignment — being faster on the front of ter-
ror: If you think about the places they want
to move soldiers, for example to Poland and
Bulgaria, how far are they away from Ger-
many? Just an hour’s flight. But do they
have the good roads or the trains to take sol-
diers where they need to be faster than
from any place in Germany? No.

Tt doesn’t help me to be close to family in
the States while my husband would be
doing a couple of deployments for a year in
other countries. What family could stand
that for long? Which soldier daddy/husband
would like to do that job for long?

It’s hard enough to be a soldier — but
don't forget that he has a family, too.

Tina Kuruc

Bamberg, Germany

Doonesbury

Tell us what you think

Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on
editorials and columns that are published in the
newspaper, and values letters on topics of impor-
tance in the lives of our readers. All letters must
be signed, and must include the writer’s address
or base and telephone number. Please limit all
letters to 300 words. We reserve the right to edit
letters for length, taste and clarity

Send your letters to:

U.S. Mail: International mail:
Stars and Stripes Stars and Stripes
Unit 29480 Postfach 1330

APO AE 09211

Via fax: [Cmmtry code -+49] (0) 6155/601395;
DSN 349

64345 Griesheim

E-mail: letters@mail.estripes.osd.mil

troops and their families back to the
States? What about the money that will
be given to the local nationals who will
lose their jobs and the local European
government to compensate for the loss in
property values?

Take a look at the costs for bases that
were closed in the late 1980s and early
’90s.

Before the government throws all
these bases, personnel and taxpayer
money to the wind, can we please stop
and take a truthful look at the impact of
these actions instead of inciting mass
panic?

Erin Saynuk
Bamberg, Germany

The other Little League

It was great reading about the accom-

... and the planning is poor

Troop realignment, base closure, politi-
cal posturing. Whatever you call it, to
most in U.S. Army Europe it can be
called only one thing: poor planning.

Reorganization is needed, but it needs
to be well thought out or the military will
suffer and a lot of taxpayers’ money will
be spent.

Look at moving all the families state-
side and having the troops deploying for
months/years to select forward bases.
For some soldiers that may work. For the
dual married military members who
have children, what are they to do with
their children for months/years?

Even on forward bases you have civil-
ian support. How is this support going to
continue? Will those civilians be expect-
ed to be deployed for months/years?
What about both spouses working in sup-
port of the war fighters? Most of them
would see a problem in calling up their
family and asking them to raise their chil-

iren.

What about the taxpayer money that

int the

of the Rdms&em team in its
quest for the European Championship in
the 11-12-year-old division of Little
League, quite a run!

However, I thought Stripes readers
would also like to know about the team
that did win the European-] -Middle
East-Africa Championship in the Junior
League category (13-14-year-olds) in Po-
land in July and competed earlier this
month in the World Series of that league
in Taylor, Mich.

The combined SHAPE-Waterloo team
includes the sons of military personnel
from SHAPE and NATO headquarters,
as well as the sons of U.S. corporate per-
sonnel based in the Brussels area. The
head coach and one of the players are

Belgian.
In Kunto, Poland, the team beat Be-
larus, Germany, England, Lithuania,

Italy and the Netherlands to win its divi-
sion championship. In Taylor, the team
sadly lost to Mexico, Taiwan and Venezu-
ela. In their final game, they were victori-
ous over Canada.

Regardless, [it was] an absolutely fabu-
lous experience for the boys and their
cuaches - and I believe the first time a

military team has

has been put infra-
structure i Europes O the taxpayer
money that will be used to build new in-
frastructure to support the move of

“BD. 15 SLOWLY
COMING 70 TEFMS

RGeS SN OCATE DT 0 e

mil
made it to the World Series.
Col. Bill Fillman

Casteau, Belgium

BY GARRY TRUDEAU
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Looking at
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‘Apprentice’ runner-up strikes land deal

Kwame Jackson is starting to look less like an “Appren-
tice” and more like Donald Trump.

The runner-up in the first season of the NBC reality
show “The Apprentice” has complet-
ed a multibillion dollar real-estate
deal of his own. With two other part-
ners, Jackson has made a deal with
oﬁ' cials in Prince George’s County

ryland to develop 550 acres
mto commercial and residential
property.

The deal is worth $3.8 billion and
will provide over 32,000 jobs, Jack-
son said.

“For me, ‘The Apprentice’ was the
beginning,” he said. “It’s not a ceil-
ing, it's a floor.”

In developing one of the nation’s
more affluent black counties, “We believe in being cata-
lysts in what we call the second generation of the civil
rights movement,” Jackson said.

His company, Legacy Development Partners, plans
production of an executive menswear line and a network
TV show.

4.
Jackson

Niagara Falls jumper reaps benefits

The only person known to have survived an unprotect-
ed plunge over Niagara Falls has returned to the scene of
his stunt.

Kirk Jones, 40, went over the
167-foot Horse Shoe Falls on Oct. 20,
2003.

Earlier this month, the native of
the Detroit suburb of Canton Town-
ship took a bus to the New York side
of the falls. The owner of the Falls
Side Cafe & Souvenirs shop, Louie
Antonacci, hired him to sit at the
store’s entrance and tell his story.

At the time of the plunge, Jones re-
cently had lost his sales job when his
parents shut down the family busi-
ness, which made measuring tools
for auto parts manufacturers.

Jones said he was depressed but denied it was a suicide
attempt.

A Canadian court fined him and barred him from the
country for one year.

He said the court’s punishment was a small penalty for
what followed. Jones met boyhood idol Alice Cooper,
talked with ABC’s Diane Sawyer and signed a $100,000
contract to join a circus. A few days after the plunge, cir-
cus promoter Phil Dolci offered him $100,000 to hit the
road and tell his story.

Jones

Goldberg returning to her acting roots

‘Whoopi Goldberg is returning to Broadway in the show
that jump-started her career 20 years ago.

Goldberg opens Nov. 17 at New
York’s Lyceum Theatre, the same
house where her one-woman show
premiered in October 1984, it was
announced. The original show ran
for 156 performances.

Since then, the actress-comedian
has appeared on Broadway in the re-
vivals of “A Funny Thing Happened
on the Way to the Forum” and “Ma
Rainey’s Black Bottom.”

he won a supporting actress
Oscar in 1991 for “Ghost.” Her mov-
ies also include “The Color Purple”
and the “Sister Act” films.

Goldberg

Slovak town hopes to be ‘Warhol city’

An eastern Slovak town that houses the Warhol Family
Museum of Modern Art plans to use a European Union
grant to help change its image and become “Warhol city.”

Medzilaborce, a town of 6,500, has received a $54,625
grant for tourism development, town hall official Adrian
Kalinak said.

“The purpose of this project is to start to change the
look of the town to symbolize pop art and Andy Warhol,”

alinak said.

He said the money will be used to renovate facades of
nine houses in the town’s center and decorate four bus
stops in the style made famous by Warhol, whose parents
grew up in the nearby village of Mikova before marrying

emigrating to the United States.

Although Warhol, who died in 1987, never visited the
land of his parents, some 10,000 visitors a year come to
the museum to see his works and

This Fox ages
gracefully

Actress enters new chapter in life with TV cable series

BY JANICE RHOSHALLE LITTLEJOHN
The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — It’s not every day you'll hear a
Hollywood actress bragging about turning 40 the
way Vivica A. Fox is doing.

Of course she can boast about aging because
she doesn’t show it, not even on this day, when
she had taken a red-eye flight from Toronto and
spent much of the mornmg promoting her new
Lifetime series “Missing.”

She’s bright-eyed, smiling and talking a
mile-a-minute about everything from the sin-
gle life and the “little young fellas” who keep
“checkin’ ” her out to going shopping for
frilly, pretty things — like the strapless, pink
A-line and matching feathery flip flops
she’s wearing.

“Guurl, I'm excited about 40. I
ain’t wet behind the ears no
more!” she says, laughing.
“I'm a woman and I'm cool
with me, and if every-
body don't like me,
that's OK because I
ain’t goin’ to like every-
body anyway, and I'm
cool with that, too.”

Yet it appears television
audiences like Fox just fine
in the newly retooled “Miss-
ing,” which premiered last sea-
son as “1-800-MISSING” with Ca-
terina Scorsone and Gloria Rueben,
who has left the show.

Since last month’s season debut,
“Missing” has climbed to No. 1 in its
time period (10 p.m. Saturdays in the \
States) with women ages 18 to 49, ac- X
cording to Lifetime, which just or-
dered five additional episodes of
the series. -

After a string of ill-fated shows,
Fox now has a chance for a more
lucrative series run playing FBI
special agent Nicole Scoft, a
frank, off-the-cuff investigator
partnered with straight-arrow
agent and psychic Jess Mastri-
ani (Scorsone).

Making “Missing” is like “doing a
mini-movie every week,” Fox says. “I'm
doing drama, with a little bit of humor
added, and I'm very happy. I like being
here.”

Series creator Debra Martin Chase seems
just as pleased with the casting.

“Vivica’s that great combination: She looks
amazing, she’s smart; women love her, men
love her,” Chase said. “We were able to take
advantage of that and create a character that is
vulnerable, who is gentle but tough and is not
afraid to kick some butt; who breaks the rules
but who has her own code of honor.”

Having finished “Kill Bill: Vol. 1 & 2,” “Ella
Enchanted,” and a series of urban romantic com-
edies, the woman who catapulted her movie ca-
reer with an out-of-this world kiss with Will Smith

in Toronto.

“I feel like I've achieved another level in a business
that’s not kind to African-American actresses,”
says Fox.

But juggling her roles as producer and
star hasn’t been easy.

“There’s days when I gotta get down
on my knees and do positive prayers,
especially when I first started the
show,” she says.

“There were always so many
questions and ways I'm being
split that I have to stay positive to
keep my strength, to keep my se-
renity.”

She’s needed that a lot late-
ly, after her divorce to singer
Sixcx-Nine (Christopher Har-
vest) in 2002 and the abrupt

end of her romance with
rapper 50 Cent, who began
insinuating after the break-
up that Fox was “crazy”
and using him to get her
face on magazine covers.
Fox waited until the

BET Awards in May be-

fore publicly responding to

50 Cent’s comments.

“I spoke out because I
needed closure,” she said.
“I needed to remind every-
body, I've been doing this for
along time. 'm not new to the
game, I'm true to the game.”
Mulling it over now, she says
“the mistake that me and SO
made was that we went public too
fast. We just got too excited about
each other. It was just exciting!”

She added: “I didn’t speak about
the break-up when it happened, and
he was going so public, which was
completely disappointing. ... I really

don’t know what I did that made us
break up. It was sad, because I real-
ly cared for him, but I still wish
him well. But I will never publicly
put down a black man. I just can’t.”

Moving ahead, Fox will soon be

back on the big screen with Eddie

Griffin in the action thriller “Blast,”
and is awaiting distribution on sever-
al projects, including one of four
“Beauty Shop” features.

In the meantime, she’s looking to
finance her “passion project,” “Verti-

cal,” an independent film that she
will produce and star in.

“It’s kind of like Vivica’s ‘Training
Day,” she explains. “I play a very
dark character that’s very cl
ing, which is fun.”

‘aking a moment, she sighs and
smiles. “You know, I just feel at
peace with Vivica right now,” she
says. “A new chapter is getting

in Day” wasn't i in re- ready to happen in my life. P'm just
turning to television. thankful and not taking anything for
But Lifetime had other ideas. granted and enjoying my life.”

“Vivica’s was the first name we went to when
Gloria talked about wanting to leave,” says Life-
e programming vice president Kelly Goode,

Vivica A. Fox, who says she

tim

“and Debra was just dogged about going after
er.”

is excited about just turning
40 years old, is looking

%) ahead to the future, working
on the Lifetime cable series
“Missing” and film projects.

After three months of relentless pursuit, Fox fi-
nally gotan offer she couldn’t refuse: co-executive

From The Associated Press

credits on “Missing” and a film production deal

with Lions Gate Entertainment, which produces the series ABACA PRESS/KRT
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Horoscope

We're headed toward the full
moon in Pisces, but for now, the
eccentricity of Aquarius is featured
— youlll see characters out
wherever you go, and
they're not shy about show-
ing the world why they're so
different. In other words, it's
a day to let your freak flag
fly. If you're honest, some
things you do might be
considered strange.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(August 28). You spend
plenty of time in creative,
Juxurious and interesting
environments this year,
which causes you to realize
that you deserve a life filled with
beauty. Young people help you out
in October. You'll make money with
your aristry through December.
Traveling inspires you in the winter.
You're particulary suited to romance
with a Leo or Pisces.

ARIES (March 21-April 19).
You are as magnificent as the pur-
pose you choose. Think about your
focus and how you might fine-tune it
o represent what youd like to cre-
ate in this life. Innovation is needed
in your love life

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).
It's better to be direct than diplomatic
now. Confrontation brings about
healthy change. Nothing is as big or
as scary as it seems. Lies lose their
power when the truth is spoken.
Financial opportunities will unfold
tonight.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21). A
touch of obsession isn't a bad thing.
It shows that you're driven enough
to make it no matter what or whom
you're up against. Tonight, you'll
have to release something in the
name of progress — a very mature
move.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). If
operating in a group, you cover solid
ground by sticking to the plan. Into
the hours after noon, you're more
susceptible to influence. You could
be romanced into something you
once opposed. At least you have an
open mind.

Joyce Jillson

boundaries locking you in. Reinforce
great behavior from loved ones, and
you'll get more in the days to come.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). If
you don't choose adventure, you're
choosing a humdrum day. Go
against your need for convenience,
and do something unrea-
sonable and just plain
fun. When you're playful,
you attract all kinds of
luck.

LIBRA (Sept.
23-Oct. 23). The clos-
est of kin sometimes
| seem to be the furthest
from knowing the real
you. Remedy the situa-
tion now. Being complete-
ly comfortable in relation-
ships makes you feel that
allis wellin the world. Laughter
forms a lasting tie.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
There’s no need for force events
into your preconceived notion of
what they should be. When you
relax, what happens naturally is
inspired and sometimes hilarious.
Even tedious work is fun if you have
the right attitude.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). New people are featured, and
'you make a superb first impression.
You can expect to receive follow-up
phone calls from folks who spot you
as someone to get to know. Family
members have requests — say yes.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). People around you admire
how cool you are under every cir-
cumstance. It wasn't always so. You
can relate to someone who's taking
the situation way too seriously — he
or she reminds you of yourself in the
past.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
Sharing your extensive knowledge
of a certain subject will help you
establish your place with those you
admire. Don't be surprised if you're
included in exciting plans for future
enterprises.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
You won't regret listening to your
inner voice, though it seems to
make no sense in the moment. If

someone owes you money, try -
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PAIGE, LET'S Go!
WE NEED To GET
To THE, ARPORT!

CAN'T WE STAY IN
WASHINGTON A LITTLE
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword

56 57 .
Across 2 Pinches 26 PR concern
1 “West Side 3 Beyond 28 Noisy mock
Story” role improvement serenade
6 Here and there 4 Caroline’s uncle 30 Call-day link
12 Paper airplane, 5 Three digits 31 Storm center
eg? after 1 33 Send out
13 Big lizard 6 Magritte subject invitations
14 Block 7 Great distress 34 Away from WSW
15 Extends a finger 8 — generis 39 Slander )
16 Houston acronym 9 Classical 41 Cordage fiber
17 Mideast gulf language of India 42 Shakespeare title
19 “Maydayl” 10 Grooving on start
20 “Time" publisher 11 Aggregate 43 Ham's father
22 Chatter away 12 Rickey ingredient 45 700s, in the
24 Ermesto Guevara 18 Undo Dewey Decimal
27 Colonial sewer 21 SPIEoted 4 pstem
2 E:sisee tray 23 Jennings' 48 Rocky peaks
32 Bushnell-based employer 49 Adorer’s
TV series 24 Helgenberger writeup
35 Mischievous drama 51 Through
group 25 Height of 53 Pump up the
36 Green acres fashion? volume
37 Menlo Park Answer to Previous Puzzle
38 Approves
40 Finished
42 Reply (Abbr.)
44 Poet Angelou
46 Ford or Lincoln
50 Slatted aperture
52 Musket
accessory
54 Cow catcher
55 Political fleer
56 Cutting
implement
57 Tools for duels

Down
1 Mater preceder

8-28 CRYPTOQUIP
UFWACFVHCQA TUQOX AOOE
QT M O XTQ EDPC ETNO
QCWX PWAOA UTN CTFIVXH
IOWI MWQQONVOA.

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: 1 AM TOTALLY OVER
MY PREVIOUS GIRLFRIEND. SHE’S DEFINITELY
A FLING OF THE PAST.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: A equals S
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Tell police about stalker problem

Dear Abby: 1 am 19 and
pregnant with my first child.
The father, whom I married,
turned out to be far different
from the person I thought he
was when I met him. I left him
when I was around four months
along because he was
starving me and
wouldn’t let me leave the
house.

Since then, he has
been arrested for posses-
sion of child pornogra-
phy, and I have discov-
ered that he is a satanist.
I am terrified of him. I
know I'm lucky to be
alive and not to have lost
the baby, which I almost

am filing for divorce,
but I have no idea how to keep
this monster away from my
baby. He has threatened to kill
me and take the baby if T don’t
go back to him. He follows me
around and sits outside my
home late at night. I have ap-
plied for a lawyer, but I have no
job and no money.

Dear Abby

Are there any organizations
that can help someone in my
position? How do I get my hus-
band to quit threatening me and
leave me alone?

— Scared in Texas

Dear Scared: The first thing
you should do is file a police
report stating, for the
record, that you are
being stalked and
threatened. Since your
husband has already
been arrested for child
pornography, it could
be only a matter of
time until he is convict-
ed and sent away. In
the meantime, call the
Domestic Violence
Hotline: (800)
799-7233. If necessary,
the people there can
help you find shelter to keep
you and your baby safe.

Dear Abby: An outside ven-
dor came to the place where I
worked and made lewd com-
ments to me.

When I learned that he would

be the person training me on the
new software I'd be using for
the promotion I had just re-
ceived — my second promotion
in two years — I reported the
incident to my immediate super-
visor. Within four working days,
I was demoted, publicly humili-
ated, and felt forced to turn in
my resignation.

I had signed a sexual harass-
ment agreement with my bosses
that I would report any incident
to them. Should T have kept my
mouth shut? Do T have any re-
course?

JUNMIELE

Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

DYADD

2004 Trbue Mot Sorvoos. e

il Rights Reserved

ADGRU

()]

VANGER

— in
Birmingham, Ala.
Dear Humiliated: The ven-
dor’s actions were out of line,
and you were right to report
him. If I were you, I'd discuss
what happened with an attorney
who specializes in labor law —
preferably a female.
Letters for this column — with your
name and phone number — should be
addressed to Dear Abby, P.0. Box 69440,
Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers can write
to Abby on the Internet at
http://www.uexpress.com/dearabby
Universal Press Syndicate

Drugs can quietly wreck a life

Dear Annie: our
wonderful, 30-year-old
son died by suicide four
months ago. He was a
born-again Christian and
amarried man, smart,
handsome, caring and
liked by all. He offered
his arm to senior citizens
at church. He loved his
family. What led him to
suicide? In college, he was
lured into trying drugs.
Being young and invinci-
ble, he tried them “just
once” and found he could not put
them down. A decision that took a
split second to make destroyed his
life.

Drug addiction can attack all
families, all colors, all income
levels, all levels of education. No
demographlu group is excluded
from this horrible demon.
father and I have been married 37
years. We are middle-class, col-
lege-educated, responsible citi-
zens who raised our child with
love, high standards and high
morals.

Please, parents, do not be naive
and think this cannot happen in
your family. Keep your eyes open.

Annie’s Mailbox

If you see something
that is even mildly
womsome, address the

Help them develop
wholesome, healthy
interests. Don’t be eager
to send them away to
college. Let them ma-
ture close to home for
the first year or two. I
don’t know that there is
anything we could have
done differently to
avoid this tragedy. Our
hearts are forever broken. Help
me keep this from destroying
other families.
— Michael’s Proud Mom

Dear Michael’s Mom: We ache
for your loss. Parenting is one of
the most difficult jobs on earth.
Parents can do everything right,
but children still grow up and
make their own choices. We do
the best we can with the tools we
have. Thank you for caring
enough to share your story.

Dear Annie: I had to laugh at
your answer to the reader who
has a pet rat. When my daughter
was 4 years old, she brought a

rat home for the weekend from
preschool. We were horrified at
that big, fat, ugly thing with the
long tail, but soon we realized
that it was gentle, ate demurely,
didn’t run away and was kind of

cute.

We then allowed the kids to
raise a baby rat, which had the
run of their room. It never made
amess because it liked its cage
so much.

‘When the kids came home
from school, it came lunging
toward them like a puppy.

Any pet can be therapeutic. Of
course, always wash your hands
after handling, and make sure it
has a clean bed, food and fresh
water.

— Like Rats in Orange, Calif.

Dear Like Rats: We heard
from plenty of rat aficionados,
and we will concede that they
‘might make good pets, but we'll
pass, thank you.

Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers column.
Please e-mail your questions to annies-
mailbox@comcast.net, or write to:
Annie's Mailbor, c/o Creators Syndicate,
5777 W. Century Bivd., Suite 700, Lo
Angeles, CA 90045.

Creators Syndicate

GR“FF“

Dennis the Menace

SSHE DOEENT WANT 10 BE CALLED A BABY SITTER
ANYMORE. Now 175 ‘CHI LP MANAGEMENT AND
CONTROL TECHNICIAN.™

O

NEPPIS
HENee

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
by Henri Amold and Mike Argirion

Justbuya
new pair

HE HAD A
HOLE IN HIS
SOCK BECAUSE
HIS WIFE

DIDNT

Now arrange the circled letiers to
form the surprise answer, as
by the above cartoon.

Answer:

0000
AN AN AN 4

Jumbles: BOGUS

Yesterday's
Answer:

TURF

Family Circus

717 7 Vi Va1
kALALALA
(Answers Monday)

MOTIF  FRENZY  BUREAU

What the jockey enjoyed — SURF AND

2004 Bi Keare e
Bist oy king Feaures 577
et TAIVIYCICUS CO.

“How come they never have
doggy-paddle races?”
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AFN schedule

(Bl fimes _central Eurapean. AFN:
PAC: AP pacifc/re
Ve Litings are atest
R o AR e SUe & change
without notice.)

Television

aseball—Minnesota at Anaheim, joined
n progress at 11 p.m. Saturday, SPT; San

FranciSco at Atlanta, 3 a.m. Monday, SFT-
{ite League Worl Sefle: U, Champion:
me. 5:30 am. Sunday (@1d. spr»

olege Tooiball—5CA Classic, Southern
Cal vs. Virginia Tech, 1 p.m. Sunday (did),

-8uick championstip, final round, 7

colr
pm.

Thotor sacing_usch Series Faod City 50,
sam sammay (I $PT; Nextel Cup Sharp

306, 1 am. Sunda

* GuttoorsHark asms sak Water Jour-
nal, 730 2. saturday (ol

o football—NFL preseason, Pittsburgh
atPhiladelphia, 22.m. Friday, BT Washing:

St LoUr, 2, Saturday. SPT: New

En%l fand at Carofina, 3 am. Sunday (@d.

qun (ll on SPT): Preview
y (did).

myafn.
NBC
which concluded earlier that day. Turn to
focal TV otilets for real-fime coverage):

y
Ev'“ Saturday, Aug. 28 (SPT) - Women's.
basketball: gold meda i!me (live).
SVT) onmg ﬂ
nals (Iwe) Men s SDCCE : gold mex
p.m. Saturday, Aug, 25 Vien's basket—
hal\ ?D\d medn\dgame (\\\IE?
leybal ve)
: finals

Tréestyle finas; Canoein,
Sunday, Aug. 29 - T
men’s jaelin final, men’s 800m final, men’
5000m final, men's 4xd00m relay final,
en's, 4xioom relay, inal. women's high
mp final, women's 1800 final, women's
R oy T Diving: men? platfor
smifinal and fina: Wresting: frecsiyie
nals; Canoeing: finals.
m. sunday, Aug. 29 - Cycling: men's
oG

4 pm. Sunday, Aug. 2 zs Track and field:

men's marathon (ive); Men's water pol

gold medal match; B oxing: finals; Gynas:
hmic indi

A medarmatehe.

Radio
(Listings are feeds from AFN in California.
some might ot ar i all areas)
lI-San Francisco at Atlanta, 2 a.m.
.
Colisge football-southern al vs Virania
Tech T30 am. Stur

iamens basketball,
bronseaial GaTe 1250 pan. Eairday!
en's basketball, hip game,

atu basketball
bronze-medal p.m. Saturday:

p.m. Saturday.
AfEurope can be reached at DSN
German _civilian  (+49)
36s-156-85-444. AN At
et. Click

e
Soccer

Major League Soccer

Pts GF GA
Metrostars 2 3% 3%
Columbus 30 2 23
DC. United 313
hicago 2328
New England 2330 3
ESTERN

Pts GF GA
Kansas City 1 331 23
Los Angeles 683 36 32
Colorado 783220
san ose REEE

2
foNOTE: Three points for wietory, ‘one point

rday's games
D.C.United 3¢ Now Eneiang
cmcago at Dallas

Eolorado at san Jose

Columbus at ME GRS
inesday, Sept. 1
Kansas City at Chicago

Pro football

NATIONAL CONFERENCE
East
WL
Washington 2 10 667 57 40 Sergio Garcia, Spain
Dallas. 110 50 21 38 David Howell, England
N.Y. Giants 110 500 54 51 s
Philadelphia 1,2 033 5 8 grian pavis England
X South Nick Faldo,
Carolina 20
Atlanta 110 50 27 48
New Orleans 110 5037 3
Tampa Bay 110350 2% 20
North
chicago 2001000 33 23
Green Bay 11050 2 3%
Minnesota 110 5047 33
110 50 37 38
I Yy 0 s 2 2
eattle 110
Arizona 020000 19 61 pawaibning
San Francisco 020000 43 53 et purn.
St. Louis 2.0 000 17 37 povidpeoples
Thursday's game Lhen
Pittsburgh 27, Philadelphia 21

Friday's games
N.Y. Giants at N.Y. Jets

Detroit at Baltimore
Cleveland at Kansas City
w England at Carolina
Gaidand at Arizona
Monday, Aug. 30
Tennessee at Dallas
ﬂ.ursday‘ , Sept. 2
Garolina at Pi
Lacksonville at New Eng England
ia

3
3

Boftate o Betrrt
Kansas City at Dallas
ampa Bay at Houston
Minnesota at Seattie

Arizona at Denver R stwal

STt Gakand

San Diego at San Francisco, Niclas Fasth
Friday, Sept. 3

Ehiladephia ot LY. Jels

Atlanta
IncianapOlS a Cretmnat
Green Bay at Tennessee
Miami at New Orleans
Chicago at Cleveland
End

Sesent.9
Indianapolis at Ncw England

otables
Lee Westwood, Englan
T bet PE PA basron Ciamke. Novthern rcland

Eng]
01000 50 40 Padrals Warrgton Ircland

Aackso(nwl\e P
troi

ennessee at Miami AtThe Reserve Vlnvynrﬂi ‘and Country

Gakland at pittsbu roh
Arizona at St. Loui

Tarmpa Bay at Washington
Dallas at Minnesota

New York Giants at hilacelphia
Atlanta at San Frar

Ransas i3 Denver Fuzzy Zoeller,

londay, Sept. 13
Green Bay at Carolina

Doty e 5
Sl Morgomeri. swuanu 67-70-137

-

Soren Kjeldsen, Denmar 70-67-137
Ivo Giner, Spain 69-69-138
Alex Cejia, Germany 68701
Paul Casey, England 69-69-138
Tino Schuster, Germany 70-68-138
Thomas Levet, France 73-65-138
Carlos Rodiles, Spain 70-68-138
Faul McGinley, reland 70-68-138
Mark Roe, 71-67-138
ok Stanen: Sweden soo-138
Johan Edfors, Sweden -69-138
Sebastian Femandez‘ Argentina 71 68— 139
Luke Donald,Englan 68-71-139
73-66-139
o Kreooman weden  65.70-13 Ly Neloon

Waclmvia Classic

At aerklelgh Cnunlvv club

Purs
Yardager 381, bar 13 35
st Haond )

i ind
Jill McGill
Hilary Lunke 31—

Bet:
Grace Pa
Iben Tinning
Nahcy Setanton

Notables
Carin Koch 5

Manlyn Lovandcr

Beth Damel
Mikyun K

Borothy Delasin

Patricia Meunier-Lebouc
Rachel Teske

ree Son

ul
Cristie Kerr

Charlotta Sorenstam
Natalie Gulbis 39—

Youth baseball

Little League World Series
Atsouth Wiliamsport, Pa.
SEMIFINA
, Aug. 26
I tional
Nuevo Leon 6, Ccmndu, Panama 2,10inn.

e

United States
Thousand Oaks Gali. 3, Freston, M. 1
Friday, Aug. 27
Rain Day. no game < Yehedia

28
ational championship
Pabao, Coruca ve: Nt

Richmond, T6x2s Ve ThoUSaE Oaks,Call
‘World championship
Sunday,
‘Place
p Ve, US. runner-up

International champion vs. U.S. champion

Thursday’s transactions

International rnner

s CITY ROVAL - Nafhed Donny Row-
land semcrdlrecmrO!P\ayernersonne\.
ated RHP Chan Ho

CaHawa¥ on
Fullmer from me \ lo ied

HOUSTON RHP Dan Miceli
o Sarchaced the Comtaes of
RHP Russ Springer from New Oricans of the

EAL EXPOS—Placed 28 Jose Vidro,
retroactive to Aug. 22, and RHP Francis Belt"
ran, retroactive to Aug, 25, on the 15-day DL.
Recalled LHP scott Dovins and RHP' Gary
Majewski from Edmonton of the PCL.
SOTBALL
nal Football League
BurrALO BII.I.S—Re\ea ed Clarence
oleman, WR Cedric Bonner, L8 Asa Francis
O BneTkerT e
Michale Spicer.
HOUSTON TEXANS—Placed LB Marcus Bell
on injured reserve.
MIAMI DOLPHINS — Waived DE Aaron Hunt,
¢ Shawn Lynch, hell and G

Andg stroi
New EN GLANB PATRIOTS—Released WR

mnnl Hocke League
CDI.UMWS BLUE JACKETS—Re-signed F
Mike Pandolfo. .
YORK RANGERS—Signed G Kevin
Weekes.
PITTSBURGH PENGUINS—Re-signed F Matt
Hussey.

COLLEGE
CASE WESTERN RESERVE—Named Jacki
Windon women’s basketball coacl
LIMESTONE-Named  Chris  Hasbrouck
men’s lacrosse coach.
MOUNT ST. VINCENT—Named Jennifer Sul-
livan women's volleyball coach.

TANK MCNAMARA

NFL p
AMERICAN CONFERENCE I THINGS RAVE BEEN 50 FRANTIC, WE
LT T ouT He?we'rus
Miami Wi 16 2 uos'r WILL MAKE FOR THE NEXT SUMMI
N, Jets 110 44 30 51N THE CLOSING CEREMONIES. ]
Buffalo 1103053 x|
New England 110 500 27 3 B
south
Tennessee 20 01000 40 18 |
Indianapolis 11050 28 48 i
Houston 110 350021 E
Jacksonville 110 50019 22 H
North i

Pittsburgh 210 667 8 51 H
Cleveland 11050020 34 Ei
Cincinnati 1105003 23 E
Baltimore 11050 41 2% 3

. West E
Kansas City 110 500 48 H
Oakiand 110 500 53 51 3
San Diego 110 50055 34 3]
Denver 120033 4% =

AP

Winning pitcher Sean Mclntyre of
Thousand Oaks, Calif
run-scoring single during the
West’s 3-1 victory Thursday.

California
to play for
U.S. title

BY DAN LEWERENZ
The Associated Press

SOUTH WILLIAMSPORT, Pa4
— Looking ahead to the
championship game almost cusl
Conejo Valley in the semifinals of
the Little League World Series.

Sean MclIntyre drove in the
go-ahead run in the fifth inning
and had two

Oaks, Calif., toa
3-1 victory over
South Caroline
of Preston, Md., Thursday to ad-
vance to the U.S. championship.

But it was a lot closer than most
expected, including the Califor-
nia players.

“I think everyone expected way
too much out of this game,” said
John Lister, whose sixth-inning
homer added an insurance run for
California (4-0). “We had predic-
tions, over 10 runs and stuff like
that. We were just too cocky, I
think, coming into this game. It
was a wake-up call for us.”

Asit turned out, California need-
ed alittle luck to get that go-ahead
run against Maryland (1-3).

With two outs in the fifth, Mary-
land third baseman Ryan Hood
dropped a fly ball in the infield, al-
lowing Danny Leon to reach sec-
ond base. McIntyre’s line drive to
center field brought Leon home
to make it 2-1.

Lister’s solo homer in the sixth
padded the lead for California,
which will face Richmond, Texas,
in Saturday’s U.S. championship.

The world championship is on
Sunday.

“We held them to three runs,
but they smoked the ball,” Mary-
land manager Curtis Payne said.

Earlier Thursday, Guadalupe,
Mexico (3-1) advanced to the in-
ternational championship with a
6-2, 10-inning victory over Pana-
ma City, Panama (3-1) in the long-
est game in Little League World
Series history.

The game lasted 3 hours, SO
minuleb, breaking the record of
3:11 in a game between New Jer-
sey and Michigan in 1998. That
game — and one between Ken-
tucky and Texas in 2002 — set the
record for innings played with 11.

Mexico will play Willem
Willemstad, Curacao, Nether-
lands Antilles, in the internation-

al on Saturday.
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Suzuki shows greatness in two cultures

After starring
in Japan, he’s
now among the
best in majors

The Associated Press

SEATTLE — Ichiro Suzuki
showed he was a great hitter as
soon as he arrived in the United
States. Now he’s proving to be one
of the best in baseball history.

Suzuki became the first player
to reach 200 hits in each of his
first four major league seasons
when he homered Thursday night
in the Seattle Mariners’ 7-3 loss to
the Kansas City

“The is
unreal,” Royals
manager Tony
Pena said.

Roundup

“He’s a natural.”

After playing nine seasons in
Japan, Suzuki came to Seattle in
2001 and finished with 242 hits,
most in the majors since 1930.

He had 208 hits in 2002 and 212
last season. With 36 games to go,
he has a shot to break the big
league record of 257 set by
George Sisler of the St. Louis
Browns in 1920.

“At this point, I'm not going to
think about that at all,” the
30-year-old Suzuki said through a
translator. “I think you have goals
that you can see and that goal is
just foo far for me to see.”

Suzuki sent the first pitch from
reliever Jeremy Affeldt over the
right-center fence in the ninth in-
ning for his seventh homer of the
year. That brought chants of “Ichi-
ro! Ichiro!” from the crowd of

30,962.
The 2001 AL MVP and
four-time  All-Star finished

1-for-5 and leads the AL with a

Kansas City's Abraham Nunez is congratulated after hitting a grand slam Thursday night against Seattle.

364 batting average. He went
0-for-11 after getting his 199th hit
Tuesday night against Tampa

Suzukl had 210 hits in 130
games in Japan in 1994, the only
time he had 200 hits in his native
country. He reached the mile-
stone this year in his 125th game.

“In Japan, at about the 120th
game, I had 201 hits,” Suzuki
said. “To go at about the same
pace and do the same thing over
here, I didn’t imagine doing that.

“l’ve learned many things,” he
said. “I feel like my skills have
gone up and I'm very happy with
the way I've progressed.”

Abraham Nunez hit his second

grand slam in two weeks to lead
Kansas City.

Rangers 8, Twins 3: While Su-
zuki has made hitting look easy
since joining the Mariners, Chan
Hn Park has had a hard time find-

ing any success since signing a
$65 million, five-year contract
with Texas before the 2002 sea-
son. He enjoyed a warm moment
Thursday night, when he re-
turned from a long stint on the dis-
abled list and beat visiting Minne-
sota.

“It was great,” Park said after
his 13th victory since signing
with Texas. “I understand there
has been a lot of disappointment
from the fans. I had so much fun
today.”

Park (3-4) allowed two runs
and four hits in six innings to win
for the first time since May 12

against Tampa Bay. The
31-year-old right-hander went on
the disabled list May 20 with a
sore back.

Park, who had not won at home
since Sept. 12, 2002, warmed up
to start the seventh and was re-
lieved by Ron Mahay. Park re-
ceived a standing ovation and
‘wore a big grin as he walked to-
ward the dugout

He has been on the disabled list
five times since joining the Rang-
ers. He never was on the DL in
six full seasons with Los Angeles.

“It was good for him to be able
to smile,” Texas manager Buck
Showalter said. “It was some-
thing we wanted to see. He’s had
alot of negative crawling around
him.”

Hank Blalock homered for the
fifth time in six games and Texas
(71-55) equaled its victory total
from last year. He and Alfonso So-
riano each had three RBIs for the
Rangers, who are 2 games be-
hind first-place Oakland in the
AL West and two games behind
Boston in the wild-card race.

Athletics 9, Orioles 4: Erubiel
Durazo hit a three-run homer and
Eric Chavez also connected to
help the Athletics complete a
four-game sweep and send visit-
mg Baltimore to its 10th straight
los:

Barry Zito (10-9) won for the
third time in four starts and the
A’s earned their ninth victory in
10 games. Scott Hatteberg added
a three-run double for Oakland,
which swept the season series
7-0.

All-Star shortstop Miguel Teja-
da, who left Oakland to sign with
Baltimore during the offseason,
went 1-for-15 in the series.

Yankees 7, Blue Jays 4: Alex
Rodriguez hit a tiebreaking,
two-run single in the ninth off
Jason Frasor (4-4) as the visiting

ankees overcame a 4-0 deficit
and remained 5Y: games ahead of
Boston in the AL East. New York
has won seven times this year
after trailing by at least four runs.

C.J. Nitkowski (1-1) got his first
vVictory with the Yankees. Mari-
ano Rivera earned his major
league-leading 44th save.

Red Sox 4, Tigers 1: Bronson
Arroyo (7-9) allowed only an un-
earned run and six hits in 7!/5 in-
nings and the host Red Sox won
for the ninth time in 10 games to
move a season-best 20 games
over .S

‘White Sox 14, Indians 9: Carl
Everett homered and drove in
four runs, sending the host Indi-
ans to their 10th loss in 11 games.
Ben Davis and Juan Uribe also
connected for Chicago, which
tied Cleveland for second place in
the AL Central. Paul Konerko
had three hits and three RBIs.

Dodgers’ Gagne, Montreal fans say goodbye

The Associated Press

MONTREAL — Even with Los
Angeles enjoying a big lead, clos-
er Eric Gagne wanted to pitch in
front of his hometown fans one
last time.

With the Montreal Expos ex-
pected to move following the sea-
son, the Dodgers’ 10-3 victory
Thursday night was likely Gag-
ne’s final appearance in Olympic
Stadium.

Fans started cheering when he
warmed up and he received a
standing ovation when he came
on to pitch. After a leadoff walk,
the defending NL Cy Young
Award winner got two strikeouts
and a grounder to end it.

“It’s real special to get a warm
ovation like that,” Gagne said. “I
wanted to get in, because it
means a win for us, and a little bit
for the fans. It might be the last
chance, so I was trying to give a
good show out there. It's a big
family here, and they're really
proud of their athletes, and they
showed it tonight.”

The Expos joined the major

leagues in 1969,
but are likely
else-
next
season, with the
Washington,
D.C. area the likely site.

“I know way down deep he
must have had some butterflies,
even if it was 10-3,” Expos coach
Claude Raymond said.

Adrian Beltre hit his major
league-high 41st homer and Steve
Finley had three hits and four
RBIs for the Dodgers, who split
the four-game series.

Jeff Weaver (12-10) improved
to 5-0 in his last six starts, allow-
ing three runs and five hits in six
innings and hitting a two -run sin-
gle in a seven-run six

Livan Hernandez

NL

Roundup

9-12)

walked two batters with the bases
loaded in the sixth, putting the
Dodgers ahead 5-3, and allowed
eight runs — six earned — in 5'/3
innings.

Cubs 8, Astros 3: Sammy Sosa
and Aramis Ramirez hit consecu-
tive homers in a five-run third at
Wrigley Field and Chicago won
its fifth straight. The Cubs lead
San Francisco by one game and
San Diego by two in the NL
wild-card race.

Mark Prior (4-3) got his first
victory in three weeks, needing
116 pitches to get through six in-
nings. The loss was the third in 11
games for the Astros, who fell
seven games behind the Cubs.

Brandon Backe (1-2) gave up
seven runs and nine hits in
three-plus innings. Carlos Belt-

ran homered for the fourth
straight game.

Padres 10, Mets 3: Adam
Eaton (9-11) allowed two hits in
seven shutout innings to win his
seventh stra]ght road start, Mark
Loretta drove in three runs and
visiting San Diego opened a 10-0
lead in completing a four-game
sweep.Steve Trachsel (10-11)
gave up six runs and eight hits in
6%/3 innings.

Giants 5, Marlins 0: Brett
‘Tomko (7-6) pitched a four-hitter
at Miami for his first career shut-
out, striking out four and walking
one in his first complete game
this season. He is 5-0 in seven
starts against the Marlins, who
fell seven games behind the Cubs.

Ray Durham hit a two-run
homer. Josh Beckett (5-8) lasted

&k /t’s a big family here, and they’re really proud of their athletes,
and they showed it tonight. ¥y

Eric Gagne
Dodgers Montreal-born closer

just SYs innings and departed
trailing 4-0.

Reds 1, Cardinals 0: Aaron Ha-
rang (8-6) pitched a three-hitter
for his first career complete game
and Sean Casey homered in the
sixth off Chris Carpenter (13-5).

Carpenter also pitched a
three-hitter, striking out 11 in his
first complete game since July
29, 2002, with Toronto at Kansas
City — also a loss.

Braves 6, Rockies 4: Mike
Hampton (10 9) helped himself
with an RBI single and Atlanta,
heading toward its 13th straight
division ftitle, increased its NL
East lead to a season-high 9%
games. The host Braves complet-
ed a three-game sweep and
stretched its winning streak to
four. Visiting Colorado lost its
fourth straight.

Hamplnn is 9-3 against Colo-
rado, where he played in 2001-02.
He allowed six hits and four
walks in six innings, but gave up

nly two runs. John Smoltz
pltched the ninth for his 34th
save
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NHL, union further apart after latest talks

The Associated Press

An NHL executive accused the
players’ association of conducting
“a charade” and said the union
has no interest in working out a
new labor deal before a lockout
would be imposed in three weeks.
The sides concluded a two-day
negotiating session in Ottawa on

hursday, but

came away

seemingly fur-

Spgrts ther apart
LTIl than ever. The

current collec-

tive bargain-
ing agreement expires Sept. 15,
and it appears likely that a lock-
out will occur before any com-
‘mon ground is reached.

“We want to move the process
along. They’re looking to stall,”
NHL executive vice president Bill
Daly told The Associated Press.

“It’s clear that they’re engaged
in a charade. They want to fill the
time between now and Sept. 15,
force a lockout and take their
chances.

“That’s unfortunate for the
sport, unfortunate for the players,
and certainly unfortunate for our
fan:

NHLPA senior director Ted
Saskin disputed the claims in an
interview with the AP and said
that it’s the NHL which has been
getting ready for a lockout since
1998 in order to get an economic
system based on a salary cap.

“To suggest that players are try-
ing to get locked out is absolutely
ludicrous,” Saskin said. “It’s obvi-
ously (commissioner Gary Bett-
man) approach to try to use his
Jockout to put economic pressure
on the players to try to force them
to agree fo a system they would
never negotiate across the table.”

e union has vowed it won’t
accept a salary cap.

Init’s only proposal since nego-
tiations on a new deal began last
October, the union has put forth a
system that includes a luxury tax,
a salary rollback, and revenue
sharing.

The NHL is not interested in
that type of deal, and Daly said
that the NHLPA has known it for
along time.

During recent negotiating ses-
sions, the NHL has proposed six
concepts it feels could lead to a so-
lution. The NHLPA rejected
them all, saying that each is predi-
cated on a salary cap.

The sides are scheduled to get
together for another two-day
meeting next week in Montreal.

Pavin leads by three
after 8-under 62 in Buick

CROMWELL, Conn. — Corey
Pavin made seven birdies and
matched his career low with an
8-under-par 62 for a three-stroke
lead in the inaugural Buick Cham-
pionship on Thursday.

Bob Burns and Matt Weibring

were second at S-under 65.
Bunched four strokes behind the
leader with 66s were Fred Funk,
David Peoples, Jerry Kelly, Jason
Dufner and Craig Bowden.

Pavin started fast, holing a
120-yard wedge shot on the
341-yard second hole for an
eagle. His seven-birdie round in-
cluded a 45-foot chip-in on No. 18.

His only stumble was a bogey
on No. 12, when he missed a
10-footer for par.

Three tied atop Wachovia field

KUTZTOWN, Pa. — Laura
Diaz had a run of five straight
birdies and was tied for the lead
with Jill McGill and Hilary
Lunke at 6-under-par 66 after the
opening round of the Wachovia
LPGA Classic.

Hee-Won Han, coming off a
runner-up finish last week, bird-
ied five of her first seven holes
and got to 7-under before making
bogey on Nos. 15 and 16 and drop-
ping into a nine-way tie for fourth
at S-under 67.

Goosen holds 1-stroke edge

NORD EICHENRIED, Germa-
ny — Miguel Angel Jimenez’s 66
gave the Spaniard a one-shot lead
Friday in the BMW International
Open while European players
scrambled to make the Ryder
Cup team.

Four Ryder Cup berths and two
captain’s picks are up for grabs in
the final qualifying event to make

the 12-man team which plays the
Americans at Michigan's Oak-
land Hills on Sept. 17-19.

“We're all trying to prove we're
the man to pick or make the team.
1 think it’s impossible not to have
the Ryder Cup on your mind,”
said Sweden’s Fredrik Jacobson.

Jimenez, who'’s already
clinched his second Ryder Cup
appearance, posted a two-day
total of 10-under 134, a shot bet-
ter than England’s David Lynn.

Jacobson shared the day’s best

round of 65 and was two strokes
off the lead at 136, along with Aus-
tria’s Markus Brier. Jacobson is
Europe’s fourth highest ranked
player in the world, but probably
needs a top-three finish or cap-
tain’s pick to make the European
team.
Colin Montgomerie, a member
of five winning Ryder Cup teams,
is three strokes back. He sur-
vived a double bogey Friday on
the sixth hole, and fought to post a
70 after Thursday’s 67. He made
birdies on Nos. 12, 13 and 15.

John Daly was tied with Mont-
gomerie at 137, along with Den-
mark’s Anders Hansen and
Welshman Bradley Dredge.

Trio at 67 leads Traditinn
ALOHA, Ore. — Jose Maria
Canizares birdied hls lasl hole to
complete a S-under-par 67 and
share the first-round lead with
Bruce Summerhays and Vicente
Fernandez at the Tradition on

Thursday.

Fuzzy Zoeller was one shot
back at the soggy Reserve Vine-
yards and Golf Club in the fifth
and final major of the season on
the Champions Tour.

Local favorite Peter Jacobsen
is one of nine players two strokes
back after an opening 69. Defend-
ing champion Tom Watson shot a
73 as golfers battled frequent
squalls and slow play.

Commercials return to Masters

The Masters is no longer com-
mercial free, signing up three tele-
vision sponsors Friday for the
first time since Martha Burk led a
corporate campaign against Au-
gusta National and its all-male
‘membership.

Club chairman Hootie Johnson
said the Masters would add 90
minutes of TV coverage and go
back to its four minutes of adver-
tising every hour.

Johnson two years ago dropped
the Masters’ only TV sponsors —
IBM, Coca-Cola and Citigroup —
to keep them from being pres-
sured by Burk and her National
Council of Women’s Organiza-
tions. Burk had written each com-
pany that their sponsorship of the
Masters endorsed sex discrimina-

tion.
IBM is the only company that
returns for the 05 Masters. The
club also signed  sponsorship
deals with ExxonMobil and SBC
Communications.
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NCAA
shuts out
USC’s
Williams

BY DAVID WHARTON
The Associated Press

In a long-awaited decision,
handed down two days before
Southern Cal’s opener, the NCAA
announced Thursday that it
would not reinstate star receiver
Mike Williams.

The organization refused to ex-
cuse Williams for violating its am-
ateur and academic rules when
he tried to join the NFL early —
an attempt turned back by the
courts — last spring.

Coach Pete Carroll, informed
of the decision shortly before his
team boarded a charter flight for
the Black Coaches Association
Football Classic in Landover,
Md.,, reacted angrily.

“To take it all the way to one
hour before we leave?” he asked.
“I couldn’t be more disappointed.
It's very cold and insensitive of
them to deny him this opportuni-

‘Williams took the news calmly.
Stopping by the athletic depart-
ment Thursday afternoon, he said
he had no plans to appeal.

“I'm kind of done with it, T
guess,” he said. “Them taking
this long, it just makes me believe
they gave me a fair evaluation.”

NCAA officials had not com-
mented as of Thursday night.

The decision dealt an obvious
blow to the Trojans, ranked No. 1
in preseason polls. As a sopho-
more last season, Williams
caught 95 passes for 1,314 yards
and 16 touchdowns, helping his
team to a share of the national
championship.

USC plans to start sophomores
Steve Smith and Chris McFoy
against Virginia Tech on Satur-
day.

The team is also dealing with
the loss of starting tailback Her-
shel Dennis, suspended while the
focus of a sexual assault investiga-
tion.

But the Trojans still have a tal-
ented defense and quarterback
Matt Leinart, a Heisman Trophy
candidate. And the new starting

Wide receiver Mike Williams, who
had 95 receptions for 1,314
yards and 16 touchdowns last
season, said he does not plan to
appeal the NCAA's decision.

“They work really hard and
they’ve got talent,” receiver coach
Lane Kiffin said. “The only thing
is, they haven’t done it in games.”

Thursday’s decision ended a
saga that began six months ago
when Ohio State running back
Maurice Clarett challenged the
NFL and its policy of not drafting
any player less than three years
out of high school.

When Clarett won in federal
court, Williams hired an agent
and declared himself eligible for
the professional draft. At 6 feet 5
and 230 pounds, the All-Ameri-
can receiver was projected as a
first-round pick.

Then an appellate court over-
turned the lower court’s decision
and Clarett failed in an appeal to
the Supreme Court.

Suddenly, Williams had no-
where to play.

In June, he began the lengthy
process of applying for reinstate-
ment. That required severing ties
with agent Mike Azzarelli and
paying back more than $100,000,
some of it money he’d received in
deals with Nike and a trad-
ing-card company.

At the same time, Williams had
to seek an academic waiver be-
cause he had left school during
the spring semester, violating
NCAA rules that require stu-
dent-athletes to make steady
progress toward their degrees.

Williams was allowed to prac-
tice with the team but left during
training camp to await resolution
of his case.

“In a way, you feel like a dis-
traction,” he said. “There was
such a big stink.”

receivers have looked i
in training camp.

Times staff writer Chris Dufresne con-
tributed to this report.

The Associated Press

PRESCOTT, Ariz. — Arizona
Cardinals defensive end Fred
akefield has a stress fracture
in his right

foot and will

nals player to suffer a serious in-
jury this summer, joining run-
ning back Marcel Shipp (broken
leg), wide receiver Anquan Bold-
in (right knee), defensive tackle
Kenny King (broken wrist), full-
back James Hodgins (shoulder)
and receiver Bryant Johnson
(broken right foot).

Another Cardinal injured

Shipp is out for the season and
King could be, too.

Boldin is out until mid-Octo-
ber and Hodgins won’t be back
until mid-September.

Rookie receiver Larry Fitzger-
ald is hobbled by a sprained left
ankle. Fitzgerald and Johnson
likely will sit out the team’s final
two exhibition games.

Jaguars sign PK Christie

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — The
Jacksonville Jaguars signed
14-year veteran placekicker
Steve Christie on Thursday.

The 36-year-old Christie
spent the previous three sea-
sons with San Diego, where he
made 42 of 57 field goals.
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Jury selection begins
in Bryant assault trial

BY JON SARCHE
The Associated Press

EAGLE, Colo. — Potential jurors began arriving
at the county courthouse Friday, the first step to-
ward choosing 12 people who will decide whether
Kobe Bryant is guilty of sexually assaulting a resort
worker last summer.

Many arrived by car, though one rode her bicycle
to the courthouse despite a chilly breeze and streets
wet with overnight rain. Some appeared to know
each other, chatting and laughing as they walked up
the circular driveway. All are from Eagle County.

Inside, the approximately 500 jury candidates
were to fill out 82-item questionnaires that defense
attorneys, prosecutors and their consultants have ag-
onized over for weeks. The media have been barred
from the courthouse until opening statements begin,
probably Sept. 7.

After 14 months of sordid headlines and days of
hearings, determining what questions to ask pro-
spective jurors is critical to both sides as they begin
jockeying to seat jurors they believe are sympathet-
ic to their arguments.

To do that, attorneys will have to quickly learn a
wide variety of details about people who might be
uncomfortable in providing them, trial consultant
Beth Bonora said.

“You need to understand more than just surface
things about someone,” she said. “All the social sci-
ence work done in our field suggests that deci-
sion-making based on demographics alone is a futile
endeavor. People are more complicated than that.”

Bryant, 26, has pleaded not guilty to felony sexual
assault, saying he had consensual sex with the
then-19-year-old employee of a Vail-area resort
where he stayed last summer. If convicted, the Los
Angeles Lakers star faces four years to life in prison
or 20 years to life on probation, and a fine up to
$750,000.

Of the 999 jury summonses mailed out earlier this
month, 165 could not be delivered and 150 people
were excused primarily because they are no longer
county residents or U.S. citizens, state courts spokes-
woman Karen Salaz said.

Attorneys were expected to begin closed-door
questioning of individual candidates Monday, but at-

torneys for news organizations, including The Asso-

ciated Press, asked the judge to open much of those
sessions. A hearing on that request was scheduled
for Monday.

Attorney Christopher Beall said the First Amend-
ment requires courts to open jury selection proce-
dures to the public. He said portions of the question-
ing can be closed to the public if a potential juror
asks for a private hearing to answer questions re-
garding his or her personal history.

Meanwhile, prosecutors are refining their request
for a hearing so they can challenge DNA evidence
the defense says shows the accuser had sex with
someone else hours after leaving Bryant.

During a hearing Thursday, District Judge Terry
Ruckriegle chastised prosecutors for waiting until
the last minute to file a request he said was incom-
plete. He said he should deny it because the hearing
most likely would delay the trial, but then gave pros-
ecutors until Tuesday to file a new request with
more information.

Prosecutor Dana Easter told Ruckriegle that
DNA test results from laboratories hired by Bry-
ant’s attorneys indicate there was contamination in
control samples intended to ensure accurate testing.

She said that threw into question the reliability of
conclusions made by defense DNA expert Elizabeth
Johnson, who has testified she believes the accuser
had sex with someone else soon after her encounter
with Bryant. The woman’s attorneys have denied
that claim.

Easter said she could not have questioned the re-
sults earlier because the defense dragged its feet in
providing information needed to evaluate DNA test
results.

“We have acted as well as we can,” she told the
judge. “The prosecution has not had $12 million to
pay for experts.”

Defense attorney Hal Haddon said prosecutors”
requests for the hearing and for information he says
has already been provided them were made primari-
Iy to inflame public opinion on the eve of trial.

“These motions are humbugs designed to distract
us from trial preparation, designed to generate
cheap headlines and, most of all, designed to con-
fuse the jury,” he said.

Ruckriegle ordered prosecutors to turn over labo-
ratory logs of actions taken to correct any problems.

Staley returns to Philly a winner

BY ROB MAADDI

The Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA — Duce Sta-
ley showed the Philadelphia Ea-
gles what they’re missing. Willie
Parker showed the Pittsburgh
Steelers what he can do.

Staley ran for 37 yards and one
touchdown in limited ~action
against his former team, and
Parker had 106 yards rushing
and one TD, leading the Steelers
to a 27-21 victory over the Eagles
in an exhibition game Thursday.

“It felt great,” Staley said. “T

favorite who again heard the fa-
miliar chants of “Duuuuce!” each
time he touched the ball. But the
Eagles could use him now after
losing Correll Buckhalter to a sea-
son-ending knee injury last week.

After Jeff Blake connected
with Lewis on a 14-yard TD pass
to give the Eagles a 21-17 lead,
the Steelers went ahead on Park-
er’s 3-yard run early in the
fourth quarter.

Ben Roethlisberger, the No. 11
pick in April’s draft, was sacked
on his first play and finished
seven of 11 for 74 yards and one

have a lot of good from
when I played here.”

Dante Brown also had a TD run
for the Steelers.

An undrafted rookie from
North Carolina, Parker perhaps
earned himself a roster spot with
his performance.

“Looking at the other running
backs out there who were draft-
ed, I have a chip on my shoulder,”
Parker said.

Reno Mahe ran for a score and
LJ. Smith and Greg Lewis had
TD catches for the Eagles.

A three-time 1,000-yard rusher
in seven seasons in Philadelphia,

Joey Porter
stops Phlladelphu receiver Fred-

die Mitchell (84) during the Steel-
ers’ 27-21 victory on Thursday.

Staley ran six times for 33 yards
on the opening drive, capping it
with a nifty 14-yard scoring run.

After running into the end
zone, Staley went straight to the
stands and handed the football to
young boy wearing a Donovan
McNabb jersey.

“It was just spur of the mo-
ment,” Staley said.

Philadelphia didn’'t make a
strong push to retain Staley, a fan

interception. Starter Tommy Mad-
dox was four of six for 53 yards.

Terrell Owens, the Eages’ big-
gest offseason acqu\sltmn, didn’t
have a catch. 1-yard TD re-
ception in the ﬂrst quarter was ne-
gated by a holding penalty on Tra
Thomas. He later dropped a pass
that hit him in the chest.

McNabb was eight of 19 for 105
yards and one TD. Blake was six
of seven for 63 yards and one TD.

“We're not where we want to
be right now,” McNabb said.
“The exciting part is we're put-
ting points up on the board. When
we're doing that, you’ve got some
positive things to look at.”
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Jones
shut out

BY ROB GLOSTER
The Associated Press

ATHENS, Greece — A failed
baton handoff doomed the U.S.
400-meter relay team, terminat-
ing Marion Jones’ last chance for
amedal in the Athens Games.

An hour after she finished fifth
in the long jump, Jones was un-
able to make the handoff to
100-meter silver medalist Lauryn
Williams midway through the
relay. Williams left too early and
Jones could not reach her with
the baton until it was too late.

Jamaica won Friday night in a
time of 41.73 seconds. Russia won
the silver medal at 42.27 seconds.
France got the bronze at 42.54 sec-
onds.

Jones, running second, was
close to the lead as she ap-
proached Williams. But she
reached once, shouted as she
reached a second time, then final-
ly was able to give the baton to
Williams on the third attempt —
nearly running into her younger
teammate.

By then Williams was already
out of the handoff zone. She
stopped running, and Jones put
her arm around Williams as the
two walked to the end of the

track.

In the 110-meter hurdles, Liu
Xiang of China tied the world
record and smashed the Olympic
record by .04 seconds while win-
ning in 12.91. American Terrence
Trammell won silver, finishing
way behind Xiang in 13.18, and
defending champion Anier Gar-
cia of Cuba took bronze in 13.20.
Garcia tumbled as he crossed the
finish line, doing a somersault on
the track.

Jones fouled on her first long
jump attempt and then leaped 22
feet, 5% inches on her second at-
tempt — which was delayed three

Marion Jones of the United States competes in the long jump final at
the Olympic Stadium on Friday. Jones finished fifth in the competition.

minutes by the medal ceremony
for the men’s 50-kilometer walk.

On her third jump, Jones again
had to wait. She paused for a heat
of the 1,600-meter relay, which in-
cluded Greece and the United
States and got the crowd going.
When she finally jumped, Jones
took off well ahead of the line and
landed 22-4'> away.

Before her fourth attempt,
Jones slapped her thighs and said
“C'mon baby, ¢’mon.” But she
had no improvement, jumping

22-1.
She fouled on her fifth jump.
The victory ceremony for the
men’s 200 came just as Jones was
about to make her sixth attempt.

She stood at attention during
“The Star-Spangled Banner,” oc-
casionally shaking her legs, then
walked to the end of the runway.
She swung her arms three times,
sped toward the pit — and
jumped 21-9.

Lebedeva, who won a bronze in
the triple jump four days earlier,
leaped 23-2%: to take the long
jump gold. Irina Simagina was
second at 23-1% and Tatyana Ko-
tova won the bronze. It was the
first long jump sweep in Olympic
history.

Earlier Friday, Robert Korze-
niowski of Poland took his third
consecunve gold medal in the

It was his fourth Olympic
guld overall.

No gold: Long fall for U.S. since Barcelona Games

NO GOLD, FROM BACK PAGE

of back picks that turned the start
f the second half into a layup

Argemma 's players celebrated
wildly when the game ended, and
the crowd yelled “Ole!” U.S.
coach Larry Brown walked over
and gave a handshake and hug to
his Argentine counterpart, Ruben
Magnano, who played for Argenti-
na against the first Dream Team
in Barcelona.

A dozen years later, Magnano's
team became the first to knock
the U.S. out of gold medal conten-
tion since the Soviet Union did it
in Seoul in 1988.

NBA Commissioner David
Stern attended the third loss of
the Athens Games for the U.S,,

which entered the tournament
with a 109-2 record in Olympics.

Their first loss to Puerto Rico
was shocking for its decisiveness,
and their second to Lithuania fi-
nally got the message across to
the players on the young U.S. ros-
ter that the level of the competi-
tion was a whole lot better than
they had imagined.

The U.S. team had been play-
ing better since, and its best effort
came Thursday in a victory over
previously undefeated Spain.

But just a day later, they went
back to missing three-point shots,
didn’t get a breakout perfor-
mance from any of their NBA
stars and couldn’t make a sus-
tained comeback after they fell
behind by a double-digit margin.

The first half ended with Argen-

tina ahead 43-38 after its big men
outplayed the U.S. and showed
themselves capable of playing
with as much flair as anyone.

The half’s prettiest play came
on the 3-on-1 break when Hugo
Sconochini, one of the team’s
elder statesmen, tossed a nifty be-
hind-the-back pass to Alejandro
Montecchia for a high-arching
layup over Richard Jefferson that
gave Argentina a 42-33 lead.

The U.S. shot just 36 percent in
the first half and didn’t hit its first
three-pointer — missing its first
five — until LeBron James made
one 30 seconds before halftime.

Argentina shot 54 percent over-
all and 11-for-22 from three-point
range, while the U.S. finished just
32-for-77 (42 percent) and
3-for-11 on threes. Stephon Mar-
bury led the U.S. with 18 points.

Swoopes saves day
for U.S. vs. Russia

Women’s basketball team advances to final,
Sydney rematch with Australia for gold medal

BY CHUCK SCHOFFNER
The Associated Press

ATHENS, Greece — Frustrat-
ed by fouls, turnovers and a feisty
opponent, the United States des-
perately looked for help.

‘Along came Sheryl Swoopes.

Swoopes made three big plays
at the end — two baskets and an-
other on defense — to help the
U.S. squeeze out a 66-62 semifinal
victory over Russia on Friday.
Now, only one game stands be-
tween the U.S. team and a third
straight gold medal — Australia
on Saturday.

“We just weathered the storm,”
Lisa Leslie said. “We showed a lot
of heart and stayed together and
Swoopes stepped up big at the
end.”

Australia beat Brazil 88-75 be-
hind Lauren Jackson’s 26 points
and 13 rebounds. It’s a rematch of
the gold medal game in Sydney
four years ago, when the United
States won 76-54.

The U.S. knows it earned its
berth because the game with Rus-
sia was neither easy nor pretty.
After winning their first six
games by an average of 29 points,
the U.S. team found itself in the
rare position of having to fend off
an opponent with time running
out.

Enter Swoopes, who hadn’t
‘made a basket in this game.

With her team clinging to a
60-58 lead, Swoopes buried a
jumper from the left wing with
3:54 remaining, just beating the
shot clock. She deflected a Rus-

sian shot at the other end, then
scored again, hitting a 10-footer
from the left baseline to make it
64-58 with 3:15 left.

When Lisa Leslie fed Tina Th-
ompson for a layup, it was 66-58
with 2:50 to go, enough of a cush-
ion for the United States to hold
on for its 24th straight victory in
the Olympics.

That sigh of relief on the side-
line came from U.S. coach Van
Chancellor, who abandoned his
more casual attire for a sharp
gray sports coat and black slacks.
By the start of the second half, the
coat was off and Chancellor rare-
ly sat down.

“Once I let the first one go, it
felt really good. I kind of knew
that one was going in,” said
Swoopes, who missed her first
five shots and finished 2-for-8. “It
felt really good to be able to come
through down the stretch because
I felt throughout the game I kind
of let my teammates down.”

Thompson led the United
States with 14 points, including a
key three-pointer early in the
fourth quarter. Leslie and Tami-
ka Catchings scored 11 each and
Catchings made an absolute pest
of herself by poking the ball
away, intercepting passes and
running down loose balls. She fin-
ished with five steals and five re-
bounds.

Yolanda Griffith added 10
points and seven rebounds.

“We've been through every-
thing now,” Catchings said. “Now
it's a matter of refocusmg for the
game tomorrow.”

U.S. middleweight Dirrell
settles for bronze after loss

BY GREG BEACHAM
The Associated Press

ATHENS, Greece — Andre
Dirrell lost his chance to fight for
gold.

The American middleweight
fell to Kazakhstan’s Gennadiy
Golovkin 23-18 Friday in the semi-
finals of the Olympic boxing tour-
nament.

Dirrell will head home to Flint,
Mich., with a bronze medal after
being unable to solve the world
champion’s excellent amateur
style. Dirrell got off to a slow start
and never recovered, failing in
his attempt to become the first

American middleweight gold
medalist since Michael Spinks in
Montreal in 1976.

“I am disappointed in myself,”
Dirrell said. “I didn’t push it in
the first rounds like I could have.

. My jab just didn’t come out like
T wanted it to. I should have kept
my jab out there.”

Light heavyweight Andre Ward
is now the Americans’ only hope
for gold in their worst Olympic
performance in 56 years. Ward
was scheduled to fight Utkirbek
Haydarov of Uzbekistan later Fri-

day at Peristeri Olympic Boxing
Hall.

Dirrell tried to avoid his usual
slow starts, but he fell behind
10-7 after two rounds even
though neither fighter landed im-
pressive punches. Dirrell picked
up his pace in the final two
rounds, but Golovkin’s counter-
punching and mobility kept his
lead intact.

U.S. assistant coach Anthony
Brddley disagreed with the deci-

“I thought that we won it,” Bra-
dley said. “That’s amateur box-
ing. ... We lost points before we
stepped into the ring, if you ask
me. Certain countries, they don’t
have to score. They throw punch-
es, don’t touch you and get the
points.”

Dirrell wasn’t so sure.

“T figured I lost, but I don’t
think they gave me all my
points,” Dirrell said. “He fought
smart today, and I can’t take any-

thing away from him.”
Ward and Dirrell already ac-
complished  something  their

seven teammates couldn’t by mak-
ing the semifinals, where both los-
ers get bronze medals.



PAGE 30

 STARS AND STRIPES - MIDEAST EDITION -

2004 ATHENS OLYMPICS

Saturday, August 28, 2004

[taly ends
Iraq’s shot
at medal

The Associated Pres

ATHENS, Greece — Irag’s sur-
prising Olympic soccer run came
up short with a 1-0 loss to Italy in
a bronze-medal game that
couldn’t escape reminders of vio-
lence in the war-torn country.

Just before kickoff Friday
night, the teams exchanged

‘words of condo-
lem;e for Ttal-

Olympics

e al he killed
who was kille:
roundup MR
tants seeking
to force Italy’s troops out of Iraq.

Ttalian players also wore black
armbands to honor Baldoni.

On the field, Alberto Gilardino
scored his fourth goal of the tour-
nament in the eight minute to seal
Ttaly’s first soccer medal since it
won gold in the 1936 Berlin
Games.

The loss meant the Iragis go
home with nothing after seeking
to win the nation’s first medal of
any kind since 1960. Adnan Ha-
mad’s players, who were unable
to play any qualifying games in
Baghdad because no teams would
travel there, made many friends
by reaching the semifinals.

Modern pentathlon

Women: _Three-time  world
champion Zsuzsanna Voros of
Hungary won the gold medal. She
had a 41-second head start on her
nearest rival entering the final
3-kilometer run and had time at
the end to grab a Hungarian flag
from the stands while jogging

Army Capt. Anita Allen of the United States, left, attacks Monica Pin-

ette of Canada dui

g thel
Friday in Athens, Greece. Allen fi

Latvia’s Jelena Rublevska
ended with the silver medal. Geor-
gina Harland of Britain took the
bronze medal.

Army Capt. Anita Allen finished
18th overall, and was the top scor-
er in the ndmg competition.

Cycling

Women’s mountain bike: Nor-
way’s Gunn-Rita Dahle dominat-

bout in the women’s modern pentathlon on
hed 18th overall in the event.

Men’s 68 kg: Hadi Saei Boneh-
kohal of Iran won the gold medal,
beating Chih Hsiung Huang of
Taiwan 4-3. Song Myeong-seob of
South Korea got the bronze.

Women's 57kg: Jang Ji-won of
South Korea won the gold with a
2-1 victory over Nia Abdallah of
the United States. Iridia Salazar
Blanco of Mexico won the bronze.

ed for her 15th victo-
in an internationally sanc-
tioned race. Since May 2003,
Dahle — whose time was 1 hour
56 minutes, 51 seconds — has
won 28 of 32 races she’s entered.
Mary McConneloug of Fairfax,
Calif., the lone American in the
Olympic women’s field, placed
ninth. Canada’s Marie-Helene
Premont won the silver in
1:57:50, and reigning world cham-
pion Sabine Spitz of Germany got
the bronze in

Team: Russia won the gold
medal with a score of 99.501.

Japan took the silver at 98.501.
The United States got the bronze
at 97.418.

ield hockey

Men: Jamie Dwyer’s overtime
goal gave Australia its first gold
medal in the event.

In the bronze-medal game, Bjo-
ern Michel scored in overtime to
give Germany a 4-3 victory over

FIG asks Hamm
to give up gold

BY EDDIE PELLS
The Associated Press

ATHENS, Greece — Worl
gymnastics officials asked Paul
Famm to give up his gold medal
as the ultimate show of sports-
manship, but the U.S. Olympic
Committee told them to take re-
sponsibility for their own mis-
takes and refused even to deliver
the request.

In a dispute over scores that
has turned into a political squab-
ble, the head of the International
Gymnasu:a Federation suggest-
ed in a letter to Hamm that giving
the all-around gold medal to
South Korea’s Yang Tae-young
“would be recognized as the ulti-
mate demonstration of fair play
by the whole world.”

FIG president Bruno Grandi
tried to send the letter Thursday
night to Hamm through the
USOC, which declined to pass it
along.

In a letter back to Grandi,
USOC secretary general Jim
Scherr called the request “a bla-
tant and inappropriate attempt on
the part of (FIG) to once again
shift responsibility for its own
mistakes and instead pressure

r. Hamm into resolving what
has become an embarrassing situ-
ation for your federation.”

“The USOC finds this request
to be improper, outrageous and
so far beyond the bounds of what
is acceptable that it refuses w
transmit the

amm,” the letter said.

Hamm returned to the United

clined comment Friday through
his agent, but he has said in the
past that he has no intention of
giving up his medal unless or-
dered to do so by FIG.

Yang, the bronze medalist, was
wrongly docked a tenth of a point
on his parallel bars routine and
finished third, 0.049 points be-
hind Hamm. Add the extra 0. 100,
and Yang would have finished
0.051 points ahead of Hamm.

Three judges were suspended
after_the error was discovered,
but FIG said the results would
stand.

Although Grandi's letter says,
“The true winner of the
all-around competition is Yang
Tae-young,” the FIG president in-
sisted he’s not pressuring Hamm.

“There is no doubt he has won
the medal,” Grandi said. “He de-
serves the medal and the ranking
is clear. ... I respect totally Paul
Hamm and all the decisions he
makes. If he says give back the
medal, T respect it. Don’t give
back the medal, I respect the deci-
sion. He is not responslble for any-
thing.”

The USOC had a much differ-
ent interpretation.

“I don’t know of any compari-
son in any sport anywhere where
you crown an athlete, crown a
‘team and then say, ‘Oh, that was a
mistake. Would you fix this for
us? ” USOC chairman Peter Ue-
berroth said.

Earlier in the week, the USOC
said it was willing to consnder sup-
porting the South Koreans’ bid
for a second gold medal. Scherr
said that was no longer possible
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Ben Fouhy, New Zealand, 3:27.4]
Adam van Koeverden, Canad

Roland Kokeny, Hungary
Emanuel Silva, Portu
Bjoern Goldschmidt, sermany,
Roei Yellin, Israel, 3:43.485.
os Singies 1000
Davd Cal Spam 346201,
ndreas Ditmer, Germany, 346721
Attila Vaida, Hurigary. 5
Martin Doktor, Czech Repub\lc‘zsﬂmE
Stephen Giles, Canads, 3514
Dagni s, Latva, 353537
Niarian Ostrel Slovaica, 354
Karel Aguilar Chacon, Cuba,
oratantin Fomiahey, Ruseis 348773
oubles 1000
Sweden (Markus Oscarsson; He

3

=

fenrik Nils-

" taly (Antonio Rossi; Beniamino

BonomD: 519
Norway (Elik veraas Larsen Nis Olav

Fiidnem.s

ok gustra\mmame\ Collins; David Rhodes),

5. Belgium (Wouter D Haene; Bob Maes-
o 3201%6.

Doubles 1
1 Germany {Chratian Ge: Tomasz Wylen-
e, 21802
fussia (Wloxander Kostoglod: Alexander
Kovalev)
gy, (Qybray Kezmann; Gyorgy Kor
Iomcs7. 3:43.106,
Romania (Sivlu Simloncencus Florin
PuDesc
P Boiand (MichalSiwinsk; Lukasz Woszc-
2ynski), 3:44.338.

S Semany (Andreas Ihe; Mark Zabel; Bo-
ern Bach; Stefan UIm), 2:58.659.
D SNkl (hichard. Riszdorfer; wichal
Risiorier ik Vieec ural baca) 255314
4, Bulgaria (Milko Kazanov; ivan an«w
r

petar Merkov: Yordan Yor
SN orwa, (acos Lovents Noventerd: Al
ander Wefald; Andreas. Glorsoe; Mattis
Naess), 3:01.698.

Women

Kayak

1. Germany (Birgit Flscherr,‘ Mdi\ke Nollen:

. Ukraine Feyana e
A Mo Boabaneea: Clera Sherevg:
tova), 1:36.192.

% poland (Karolinesadalska; Joanna
stowron; )Ma\gnrzziz Czajczynsk:

5. Spain (Isabel iz Manchon;

Jana Smidakova; Yeresa Pane\a), 1:37.908.
Track and

1

2

3.

by

5

& Rom

& Santiago perez, Spa , 3:40:48.

ishers
32. Curt Clausen‘ Chu\a Vista, Calif.,
35. Philip Dunn, San Diego, 4:12:49.
Taekwondo
Men

aronSKS,
Medal
Song_Myeong: seoh South Korea, def.
Diogo Silve, erazil L
Vil Contest

Hadi Saei Bonehkahal Iran, def. Chih Hsi-
ung Huang, Taiwan, 4

jon, Seum Korea. def. Nia Abdal-
\ah Houslon 21,
Thursday’s resnlts
Track and field
Men

1 Shawn Crawford, Raleigh, .
ams,eameswue na oo
Raleéigh, N.C., 20

7. Tobias Unger, Germany, 20.64.
R. Asafa Powell, Jamaica, DNS.

urdies
47k, Felix_ sanchez, Dominican Republic,
2. Banny Mc Farlane, Jamaica, 48.11.
3 Naman Keita, France, 48.
o, Vo, 4855,
5. Bayano Kamani, Panama 4& 74,
§ Marek lawgo, Pland, &
Alwyn Myburgh, South Alnca 29.07.
& Benmie Brasel Baton Rouge, Lao 4051

Long Jump
1 Dwight Philips, Mesa, Arz, (859, 282
2. John Mofftt, Baton Rouge, La., (847),

27912
3. Joan Lino Martinez, Spain, (832), 27-3

”42 James Beckford, Jamaica, (8:31), 27-3

. Christopher Tomlinson, Britain, (8.25),

e ignisious Gaisah, Ghana, 2027012,

7. Ivan Pedroso, Cuba, (8.
& Gabriel Bogdan Tarus, Romania, (8.21),

iaiy Shkuriatov, Russia, (804), 264

o, Jonathan tames Chimier, Mauritus,
09,264 1-4
Yagio Lamela, Spain, (7.98), 26-2 1-4.
Sdiri, France, (7.94), 26-0 3-4.
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Goodbye: Senior group passes | tradltlon of winning to young players

GOODBYE, FROM BACK PAGE

us of what we’ve always loved the
American team for most, not the
medals, but the honesty of their ef-
fort over all those years, when
they played with no one watch-
ing, for waitresses’ pay.

“Dedicated,” Foudy said. “I
think people will remember that
we were dedicated.”

As the final whistle blew,
Hamm suddenly appeared at
Foudy’s side, and grabbed her in
an embrace. Then the circle of
the hug began to grow, to include
the fellow teammates who essen-
tially founded women'’s soccer in
the United States more than a
dozen years ago, when they made
exactly $250 per game, and
played across whole continents
when it was considered a game
strictly for men.

“There are few times in life
when you get to write the final
chapter the way you want to, and
a lot of us got to do that tonight,”
Hamm said.

For the medal ceremony, they
approached the podium together,
holding hands, their arms
wrapped around each other, no
air between them. That's when
they started playing what they
like to call “the telephone game.”
Foudy turned to Fawcett and
said, “Right foot forward, pass it
down,” dictating instructions.

AP

Even with veteran players retiring, the future of the United States
women’s soccer team seems to be in good hands with Abby Wambach
(16), who scored the winning goal in Thursday’s gold-medal game.

The message was murmured
down the line.

Then Foudy said,
vodka, pass it down.”

Still cracking up, together they
stepped up to the medal stand,
and fairly shouted the national an-
them. Then they returned to the
locker room, where a slightly
more somber mood took hold.
Some of them had played togeth-
er for 17 years, sharing a litany of
victories: the first Women’s
World Cup in 91, Olympic gold in
Atlanta in '96, and their magnifi-
cent World Cup victory again in
’99, when Chastain tore off her
shirt and displayed the abs heard
round the world. But they’d also

“Bottle of

suffered wrenching losses in the
past four years, aging runners-up
to younger teams, teams from
countries where they had helped
to sow the game. “It’s gotten hard-
er and harder,” Foudy said. “And
that makes it sweeter.”

But that it’s finally time for
them to step away is obvious.
Hamm, Foudy and Fawcett have

leclared their retirements
from the international game,
while Lilly and Chastain are con-
sidering how much longer they
can or will play. There was no un-
certainty in Hamm, who acknowl-
edged she was carried through
the final by her younger team-
mates “If you only knew how my
body feels right now,” she said.

The final goals of the tourna-
ment, Foudy pointed out, were
scored by some of the youngest
members of the team: Heather
O'Reilly, 19, Lindsay Tarpley, 20,
and Wambach, 24.

The legacy the senior group
passes on to the younger players
is immense: They can be credited
with nothing less than the found-
ing of women'’s soccer as an inter-
national game. But they leave a
legacy in the small things, too.
Through it all, they’ve never put a
foot wrong, or behaved like any-
thing other than champions. They
were the nicest and best behaved
athletes on the planet, no self-ab-
sorbed egotists, no whining about
life’s unfairness, no jealous spats
or wretched excesses. The worst
that could be said of them was
that they were joyous carousers.
They were one of the few things
left in sports you could watch
without suspicion.

Perhaps their most pleasant
quality as a group was that they
weren’t particularly conscious of
their specialness. Hamm, for in-
stance, has never seemed aware
that she’s pretty. The greatest
goal scorer in the game and one
of the most photogenic female ath-
letes is, as it happens, deeply shy.
At an awards banquet a few years
ago, Hamm tried to explain why
she had always been so self-con-
scious in public.

The trouble, she said, was that
people watched you, whether you
liked it or not. “So who am I to say
T'm not a role model?” she said.

Even after all these years she
wears the pained expression of a
wallflower at a dance, and talks
as if it's been unbearably selfish
of her to have inflicted this soccer
business on us. Hamm’s first
order of business now that she’s
retired from international play,
she says, is to repay her family.

“It's time for me to repay them
and ask them what they need in
their lives,” she said.

In the locker room after the
medal ceremony, Hamm, Foudy
and the other senior members ad-
dressed the team. There was a lot
of talk about torch-passing and
some final remarks. The theme
was, “that it's more than just soc-
cer, you know?” Foudy said. “It’s
bigger than that.”

Then Foudy told the team that
it wasn’t really goodbye. Whenev-
er the U.S. team plays for a big
prize, she said, she will be there,
and so will Hamm, and Chastain,
and all the others. Only they
would be in the bleachers. “We're
looking forward to cheering you
on, screammg for more gold med-
als,” she said.

It was a pleasant thought
Foudy entertained, as she left the
stadium as an Olympian for the
last time. “We’ll be right there, in
the front row,” she said, “drink-
ing beers and being hooligans.”

Nobody tells your story the way we do.

When troops deploy, our reporters go with Ihem.r Contact them today by emailing iraq@mail.stripes.osd.mil.
STARSw,#STRIPES. -

Your Hometown Newspaper

Re{;cr'rer Kent Harris
tells your story from
your perspective.
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Wide receiver Williams kept
from returning to Southern Cal
by NCAA, Page 28

U.S. players Allen Iverson, left, and Tim
Duncan watch from the bench during the
second half of Friday's 89-81 loss to Argen-
tina in the men’s basketball semifinals.

No gold for U.S. men

Argentina relegates Americans to bronze-medal game

BY CHRIS SHERIDAN
The Associated Press

ATHENS, Greece — Bronze is the best
the American men’s basketball team can
do, and the reason is simple: They were
beaten by a better team, Argentina.

Manu Ginobili scored 29 points to lead
his nation to another victory over the coun-
try that used to dominate the sport, an

89-81 victory in the Olympic semifinals Fri-
day night.

For the first time since 1988, the gold
medal will not go to the Americans. And
for the first time since pro players were
added for the original Dream Team in
1992, the United States will not be the
Olympic champion.

Argentina, with almost the same roster
that made history in 2002 by becoming the

first team to defeat a U.S. squad of NBA
players, will compete for the gold medal
against the winner of Friday’s late game be-
tween Lithuania and Ttaly.

The Argentines were the better passers,
shooters and defenders.

They confronted the Americans with a
‘mixture of man-to-man and zone defenses,
and confounded them with an assortment

SEE NO GOLD ON PAGE 29

Leaders after 241 of 250 medal
guents in the' 2004 Glympics
through Friday, Aug. 2

Women’s soccer’s Fab Five gold to the last drop

ATHENS, Greece

n bidding goodbye to those would-be
has-beens Mia Hamm, Julie Foudy,

I Brandi Chastain, Kristine Lilly and Joy
Fawcett, the most proper tribute is to
raise an adult beverage, blow the foam from
the top, swallow deeply and capsize with
laughter. That's no doubt what they're off
) doing right now, reveling

Sally Jenkins  as they tell the alternately
————  brave and comedic story
of their self-made miracle
of pride, the U.S. women’s
national soccer team. But
here’s the thing about
has-beens. If you make
yourself  unforgettable,
you never have to be one.

They played together for
their country one last time
in the Olympics, and some-
how, some way, they won a
last, late gold medal, and
even while the ball was still rolling across the
pitch we began to miss them. Patently slower
and not quite what they once were, ranging in
age from 32 to 36, there seemed to be absolute-
1y no way they Could win against a fleet and
sure-footed Brazilian team that was, on aver-
age, 10 years younger. But just when there
was nothing left in their legs but the sensation
of age, a youngster named Abby Wambach
headed in a goal in the 112th minute, for a 2-1
victory that sent them out of the game as forev-
er champions.

“We just said, ‘We’re going out on top, and
that's how it’s going to be,’ ” said Foudy, her
hair dripping wet under a ﬁshermans cap,
“and we never stopped believing it.”

In those last seemingly interminable min-
utes, the soccer wasn't glorious, but it was
tough and it was determined, and the player
most ive of that was midfi
and team captain Foudy, who a day earlier
was on crutches with a badly sprained ankle.
“I think I'll just have them chop it off and I'll
drag my stump out there if I have to,” Foudy
had joked. In fact, she played every last
‘minute of this game, and in doing so reminded

‘SEE GOODBYE ON PAGE 31

Country G S B Total
United States 28 32 26 86
17

Italy
South Korea

More inside:

W Marion Jones will
leave Athens Games
without a medal,
Page 29

M U.S. middleweight

rell de

chance to fight in

gold-medal bout,
Page 2

World gymnastics
officials ask
Hamm to give up

-
Mia Hamm of the United States pauses while waiting for the medal ceremony Thursday after the a“'around gOId

Julie Foudy and Joy Fawcett are Page 30
from international soccer. Brandi Chastain and Kristine Lilly are undecided. B

Jury selection begins in Kobe Bryant sexual assault trial e



